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INTRODUCTION. 


The study of joint-ill in stock has been mainly 
confined to the disease as it affects the larger 
farm animals and it has been shown that the 
condition may be caused by a number of 
organisms. In foals, for instance, M’Fadyean 
and Edwards (1919) in this country, and Magnus- 
son (1919) in Sweden, showed that while the 
majority of cases are caused by streptococci, 
other bacteria, such as B. nephritidis equi and 
coliform bacilli, are not infrequently responsible 
for its occurrence. It has been suggested that 
these organisms enter the body at the navel 
during early life, but the exact mode of infection 
in nature has not been established. 

Since Cornell and Glover (1925) described the 
disease in lambs, very little attention appears to 
have been devoted to the subject in this country. 
Their investigation revealed that at least two 
forms of the disease exist, viz., a variety caused 
by streptococci and a rarer type which results 
from infection with 2. rhusiopathiae. In various 
parts of the world a number of organisms have 
been isolated from affected lambs (Meissner, 
1934; Kingsley, 1931) and it seems probable 
that the disease, as in the case of equines, may 
result from non-specific infection with a variety 
of pyogenic organisms. In the Eastern Counties, 
however, where we have principally studied the 
disease, serious outbreaks of joint-ill are usually 
streptococcal in origin. According to the find- 
ings of Menzies (1938) this would seem to be the 
case also in the south-western area, but there is 
no evidence to indicate the distribution of this 
kind of infection in other parts of the country. 
That ZH. rhusiopathise infection also occurs is 
evidenced by the findings of Cornell and Gloyer 
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(1925) but observations over a number of years 
indicate that it is relatively uncommon. 

As the result of recent investigations into 
severe outbreaks of joint-ill, or “‘ scole,” as it is 
called locally, it has been found that the causal 
streptococci are closely related. Some informa- 
tion regarding certain other aspects of the 
disease has also been obtained and is dealt with 
in this paper. 


GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Although no attempt has been made to 
ascertain the incidence of joint-ill, enquiries have 
revealed that while the majority of flock masters 
do not experience the disease, some suffer a heavy 
mortality season after season, and may lose 
10 to 50 per cent. of their lambs. 

(In order to make clear the circumstances 
under which the condition occurs, it is necessary 
to mention the method of management adopted 
at lambing time. The flocks are usually folded 
on arable land and the lambing yard, which is 
made in the same field, consists of a hurdled 
enclosure, provided with small pens in which the 
ewes are kept from the first appearance of par- 
turition until a short time after lambing. The 
pens are littered with straw, which is renewed 
at frequent intervals, and a new site is selected 
each year.) 

On affected farms we have been unable to 
obtain any evidence of the disease in the ewes, 
nor is its occurrence preceded by a high abortion 
rate, while lambs show no signs of congenital 
weakness. The disease may occur in the off- 
spring of all ages of sheep and it does not follow 
that the same ewes’ progeny will be affected 
each season. 

One of the most striking features of the disease 
is the early age at which the symptoms often 
appear, for in virulent outbreaks it is common 
for lambs to show marked lameness when only 
three days old. A careful consideration of the 
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age incidence, however, has shown that, though 
a proportion of such early cases do occur, the 
majority of lambs become affected between the 
ages of 7 and 14 days and a few cases develop 
later in life. Nevertheless, in certain outbreaks 
a larger number of very young lambs may be 
affected. 

The symptoms of the disease are well known 
and call for little comment. It may be men- 
tioned, however, that a short period of lassitude 
is often apparent before lameness appears and 
the joints become noticeably affected. Rapid 
emaciation is a constant accompanying feature 
and blood examinations have revealed anaemia. 
The course of the disease is usually long and a 
few lambs recover, especially when the symptoms 
develop early in life. 

The post-mortem lesions are easily recognised. 
Striking changes are found in the joints which 
are usually distended with pus, the suppurative 
process involving not only the joint cavity but 
frequently also the synovial bursae and tendon 
sheaths. Damage to the articular surfaces does 
not often take place. Involvement of the navel 
and pyaemic changes in the internal organs are 
extremely rare in the type of infection with 
which we are concerned. In some instances 
vegetations are found on the heart valves and 
death may result from this complication. The 
pathological picture is, therefore, of some 
interest, since it represents a naturally occurring 
streptococcal disease which is characterised by 
the development of a suppurative polyarthritis, 
complicated occasionally by the presence of 
valvular lesions in the heart. 

Many beliefs are held regarding the causation 
of joint-ill. It is often claimed that unhygienic 
conditions in the lambing fold, presumably 
leading to contamination of the navel during 
early life, are responsible for its occurrence and 
such practices as disinfection of the navel at 
birth are widely advocated in order to prevent its 
development. Others maintain that the infec- 
tion is pre-natal and assert that it will persist 
in certain flocks despite the adoption of strict 
precautionary measures. These views will be 
considered later. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL STUDIES 


A number of varieties of streptococci have 
been recovered from lambs affected with joint-ill 
and it would seem that different types of strepto- 
cocci are capable of producing symptoms of the 
disease. An investigation into a number of out- 
breaks, however, has revealed that one particular 
type of streptococcus is principally concerned. 
Indeed, in all the outbreaks studied, where the 
disease has been manifested solely by poly- 
arthritis, the cases have been caused by the same 
kind of infection. In a few instances other 
streptococci have been recovered but in these 
cases abscess formation has been invariably 
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observed in the viscera and there has been 
marked evidence of an ascending infection from 
the navel. 


The group of streptococci responsible are 
medium chained cocci which do not produce a 
soluble haemolysin and according to their 
action on blood must be placed in the alpha 
group. They are not heat resistant, growth is 
inhibited by the presence of 40 per cent. bile 
and they are not tolerant to 1: 5,000 methylene 
blue. Sod. hippurate is not hydrolysed. Their 
virulence for mice is low. The final pH pro- 
duced in glucose broth varies between 4-4 and 
‘7. The fermentation reactions resemble those 
recorded by Cornell and Glover (1925), who 
examined a number of strains recovered from 
joint-ill, and it seems highly probable that the 
organisms they examined were _ identical. 
Glucose, maltose, saccharose and trehalose are 
constantly fermented and no strain has been 
encountered which acts on sorbitol, raffinose, 
mannite or inulin; irregular action on_salicin 
has been experienced. A_ variable effect on 
lactose has also been observed and it is possible 
to distinguish two types on the basis of fermen- 
tation of this substance by the various strains. 

It is now accepted that the only satisfactory 
classification of streptococci is based on 
serological tests and much progress has been 
made in the orderly grouping of haemolytic 
streptococci by the use of the precipitin reaction. 
Other groups of streptococci have not proved 
amenable to classification by such methods since 
their antigens are believed to be type-, rather 
than group-, specific (Sherman, 1937). However, 
haemolysin production has proved an unreliable 
means of dividing streptococci, e.g., a number 
of strains of Group B have been described which 
did not produce a soluble haemolysin. As a 
result of work on joint-ill streptococci it has 
been established by the use of Lancefield’s 
methods (1933, 1934) that they are very similar, 
if not identical, antigenically and it would 
appear that they are related to Group C and 
also possess a specific factor which is present in 
appreciable amounts. No difference has been 
found by precipitin tests on the basis of their 
action on lactose. 


THE EXPERIMENTAL DISEASE IN LAMBS. 


In an attempt to reproduce the disease several 
young lambs were inoculated intravenously at 
birth with broth cultures of joint-ill streptococci 
and the typical disease was readily transmitted. 
Age plays an important part in its development, 
however, since mature sheep appear to be 
immune and there is also some variation in the 
reaction of individual animals. The usual 
sequence of events following the infection of 
lambs by intravenous injection is represented in 
Fig. 1.* (p. 1209). 

The interesting features in this connection are 
the initial multiplication of the organisms in the 
blood, indicating a total lack of resistance, the 
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Fic. 1—Mean colony count per c.c. of lamb’s blood following the intravenous injection of 
joint-ill streptococci. 
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© Indicates development of joint lesions. 


short period of incubation, and the disappearance 
of the infection from the blood stream immedi- 
ately the joints became affected. Reinfection 
of the blood stream takes place only occasionally 
during the course of the disease and the number 
of organisms found then is never very high. This 
observation has been confirmed on a number of 
experimental lambs and is in accordance with 
the results obtained in the field since it has been 
found that blood cultures are usually negative 
in clinical cases. The lesions present in the 
experimental lambs were characteristic of the 
condition and only the joints became affected. 

The natural mode of infection presents certain 
interesting features and some experiments have 
been carried out to determine how this might 
take place. Soaking the umbilicus and cord 


with culture within a few hours after birth did 
not produce symptoms in a group of three lambs 
and daily cultural examinations of the blood 
were negative. In a further series of three lambs 
infection through the tail was attempted follow- 
ing docking, by exposure of the raw surface for 
15 minutes to cotton wool pads soaked in 
culture, but again the exposure had no effect. 
However, these results must not be accepted 
as proof that infection does not occur naturally 
by these routes. Indeed, we have some evidence 
that it may be produced naturally in this way 
for an examination of twelve lambs which 
developed symptoms of the disease after docking 
resulted in the detection of serologically related 
streptococci in the tail wounds of six of the 
animals. Moreover, in one flock where the 
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incidence of the disease was correlated with the 
birth-rate, 10 of 20 lambs became affected when 
docking was practised within the first few days 
of life and when no attention was given to the 
navels. When docking was not carried out until 
the age of three to four weeks and disinfection 
of the cord and umbilicus at birth was practised, 
the incidence fell to 30 of the 582 lambs which 
were subsequently born. Nevertheless, it would 
appear that joint-ill cannot easily be produced 
experimentally by merely exposing the navel or 
amputated tail to streptococci. 


PRE-NATAL INFECTION. 


In many published accounts of diseases of 
newly born animals due to pyogenic bacteria 
pre-natal infection is considered to have occurred 
and such opinions are based on the rapidity with 
which symptoms develop after birth. No satis- 
factory proof has been produced, however, that 
pre-natal infection commonly occurs. Dimmock 
and Edwards (1932) have recorded that placental 
lesions caused by Group C streptococci often 
occur in equines and their findings indicate 
either that abortion may result from such 
disturbances or that infection may lead to death 
during early life. During the course of an 
investigation carried out in collaboration with 
F. Day, M.R.C.V.S., School of Agriculture, Cam- 
bridge, we found evidence to confirm their 
statement but it would seem that Group C 
streptococci are commonly present in the vesti- 
bule of the normal vagina and only become 
established in the upper regions of the genital 
tract when certain disposing causes, such as 
alterations in the conformation of these organs, 
exist. We have no evidence that streptococcal 
infections of the genital tract are spread by 
coitus as Edwards and Dimmock have suggested. 

Cornell and Glover (1925) produced some 
evidence that pre-natal infection may occur in 
sheep, for in one case of streptococcal joint-ill 
they isolated a similar organism from the uterus 
of the ewe. They did not consider that this 
provided sufficient proof, however, to warrant 
the assumption that the case was the result of 
pre-natal infection. 
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In view of the frequent early development of 
the disease in lambs, its persistence in certain 
flocks and the similarity between the organisms 
concerned, it was decided to infect pregnant 
ewes in the flock at the Institute in various ways 
in order to ascertain the effect produced on the 
lambs. The results of the experiments are shown 
in the Table below. Adequate controls were 
provided and these were subjected to the same 
conditions at parturition. Moreover, joint-ill 
has never been observed as a natural disease 
in the Institute flock. 

A positive result was obtained in one of the 
three ewes inoculated intravenously. In this 
case twins were born 26 days after the injection 
was given. They were dead when found and 
appeared premature but the impression was 
formed that they would have lived if attention 
had been possible at birth. No lesions were 
detected in the careases but the organism was 
recovered in pure culture from the blood and 
organs. The ewe was normal throughout the 
experiment. The streptococci had no effect on 
the other two ewes which were also inoculated 
intravenously. 

Following vaginal infection only one of the 
eight ewes employed produced lambs which 
developed joint-ill and there was no transference 
of infection to the others as evidenced by 
cultural tests on the blood during early life. In 
the positive case the lamb showed symptoms 
when two days old. The lesions on autopsy 
were typical and the streptococcus recovered 
from the tissues was identical with the strain 
inoculated. Uterine swabs also showed {the 
infection in that position. 


A considerable number of examinations have 
been made in the field to obtain further informa- 
tion on the possibility of pre-natal nfection. 
Swabs of the genital tract have shown that the 
vagina of the ewe is rarely sterile and strepto- 
cocci are the organisms most commonly found. 
Tests have revealed, however, that even in 
affected flocks these strains differ from those 
found in joint-ill and only in two of the 54 sheep 
examined was the latter type encountered. The 


ATTEMPTS TO PRODUCE JOINT-ILL By MATERNAL INFECTION 





Number. Date Method. Result. 
1 15.12.37 5 c.c. Broth culture intravenously Lambed twins 10.1.38. Both infected 
2 22.12.38 ; 12.1.39. Negative 
3 20.1.39 Pa i a 20.1.39. - 
4 15.12.38 2 c.c. Broth culture introduced into 7.2.38. Joint-ill 9.2.38. Killed 14,2.38 
cervical canal 
5 15.12.38 2 c.c. Broth culture introduced into 31.1.39. Negative. 
cervical canal 
6, 7, 8, 9, 30.7.38 2 c.c. Broth culture introduced into a 5.12.38-12.1.39. All negative 


cervical canal 
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injection of lambs with three cultures of strepto- 
cocci recovered from the vagina revealed that 
they were not pathogenic and cultural examina- 
tions showed a rapid clearing of the blood. 
Thus, the failure to recover the organisms from 
the genital tract of ewes also tends to negative 
the possibility of pre-natal infection. 

From the above results there is some evidence 
that joint-ill may on oceasion be produced by 
maternal infection, presumably following the 
establishment of a placental lesion through 
which the organisms are transmitted to the 
lamb. It appears improbable, however, judging 
from the experimental data, that the disease is 
readily spread amongst sheep in such a manner. 

Taking into consideration all the available 
evidence it is suggested that the disease most 
commonly occurs following contamination of an 
exposed surface with the causal streptococci. 
The early development of symptoms in many 
cases may seem to be suggestive of pre-natal 
infection but in this respect it must be pointed 
out that the incubation period as determined 
in experimental cases is extremely short. More- 
over, it is well known that ascending infections 
of the navel do occur in young animals, leaving 
evidence of their presence, and the fact that in 
this type of joint-ill gross lesions are frequently 
not found at the navel or in the internal organs 
may simply mean that we are dealing with an 
organism which possesses no marked ability to 
injure these tissues in this way. A study of the 
histology of the navel in a series of affected 
lambs would indicate that this is the case. 


THE TREATMENT OF JOINT-ILL 

In view of the excellent results which have 
been obtained with drugs of the sulphanilamide 
group in certain streptococeal infections, it was 
decided to try the effect of this method of treat- 
ment in three outbreaks of joint-ill in lambs. 
Strict observation was kept on the lambs and 
sulphonamide P.* was given orally in daily doses 
of 14 grammes immediately the first symptoms 
were observed. Treatment was usually con- 
tinued fur three successive days. Unfortunately 
it was not possible to provide controls but there 
was ample evidence that the disease was almost 
invariably fatal in these flocks. The results 
obtained can be summarised as follows :— 

Flock 1.—Four hundred ewes were kept and 
joint-ill had occurred for three successive years 
‘ausing a heavy loss. It was soon apparent 
that the sulphonamide had some curative effect 
in early cases and in a series of 15 lambs on which 
observations were made nine made a complete 
recovery. 

Flock 2.—The owner reported that the disease 


« 


appeared annually amongst his lambs causing < 








*A supply of this drug was provided through 
the courtesy of Dr. R. F. Montgomerie, of the 
Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories. 
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high mortality. Forty fatal eases occurred before 
treatment was commenced. The drug was given 
to 20 lambs and of these only three failed to 
recover. Slight lameness persisted for several 
weeks, however, in a few cases but the growth 
rate was not retarded and the owner was of the 
opinion that the majority of his earlier cases 
would have been cured if the drug had been used. 

Flock 3.—Examinations revealed that the 
majority of the affected lambs which were 
autopsied were affected also with suppurative 
lesions in the viscera and it was found that this 
process was associated with a different infection 
from that usually found in joint-ill. Although 
accurate figures were not available it was 
reported that a very heavy loss had been experi- 
enced before treatment was commenced. A 





total of 41 lambs were treated and of these 15 
died. All were examined and the majority 


proved to be atypical cases, being caused by ¢ 
mixed infection. The remaining 24 showed 
marked improvement but only a few made a 
complete recovery, the others remaining un- 
thrifty and showing slight lameness. 

Although the field trials carried out were not 
adequately controlled, it would seem that 
sulphonamide is of value in the treatment of 
joint-ill when caused by the type of streptococcus 
commonly associated with the condition in East 
Anglia, provided that the drug is given in the 
early stages of the disease. It may have little 
effect in certain instances, however, and it is 
probable that efficiency of the drug depends upon 
the type of infection. No toxie symptoms were 
observed in any of the subjects and experimental 
lambs were found to tolerate well single doses 
of 3 grammes. Indeed, experience may show 
that relatively high doses are indicated especially 
as an initial measure. 

It remains to be mentioned that observations 
made during the treatment of experimentally 
infected lambs indicate that complete rest greatly 
assists recovery .and this point is worthy of 
consideration when dealing with field cases. 


Summary 


Joint-ill of lambs is an important disease in 
East Anglia and in certain flocks the condition 
recurs annually, resulting in considerable loss. 

An examination of a number of cases revealed 
that streptococci were the commonest infecting 
organisms. The organisms were closely related 
antigenically and their virulence for laboratory 
animals was low. 

A study of the flora of the genital organs of 
ewes failed to reveal carriers of the infection and 
a few experiments carried out with streptococci 
found as saphrophytes in the vagina showed that 
they were not pathogenic. It was found that 
the disease could be induced by maternal 
infection but no evidence was obtained to 
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indicate that it is readily transmitted in this 
way under natural conditions. 

The disease was reproduced by intravenous 
injection into young lambs of cultures of strepto- 
cocci recovered from natural cases and it is 
suggested that infection most frequently takes 
place by contamination of the navel, or following 
castration and docking. 

In a limited number of field trials sulphon- 
amide was found to have some curative effect 
when given in the early stages of the disease and 
this method of treatment may prove of value 
in certain forms of the disease. 


REFERENCES 


2 Caoma, R. L., and Grover, R. E. (1925). Vet. Rec. 
. 831. 
Dimmock, W. W., and Epwarps, P. R. (1932.) Bulletin 
No. 333. Ken. Agric. Expt. Stat. 
Krncstey. (1931.) Vet. Med. 26. 93. 
——. R. (1933.) 3%. Exp. Med. 57. 571; Ibid. 
. 441. 
Maanusson, H. (1919.) ¥. Comp. Path. 32. 143. 
M’FapyeEan, J., and Epwarps, S. T. (1919.) Ibid. 32. 
42. 
Meissner, H. (1934.) Deuts. tierdrztl. Wschr. 42. 418. 
Menzies, D. W. (1938.) Vet. Rec. 50. 971. 
SHERMAN, J. M. (1937.) Bact. Reviews. 1. 3. 


Discussion 


Mr. Blakemore’s paper was the first to be 
discussed by Congress on the morning of Friday, 
July 28th, when Mr. W. H. Dennett, M.r.c.v.s. 
(Fakenham, Norfolk), presided over a _ good 
attendance. 

Introducing the essayist (whose paper had 
been circulated to members) the CHAIRMAN 
said: We are here to-day to listen to a dis- 
cussion on a paper on “ Joint-ill in Lambs” 
which has been prepared for us by our Hon. 
Local Secretary, Mr. F. Blakemore, of Cam- 
bridge. Mr. Blakemore has done a lot of most 
interesting and useful work on this, disease 
and I hope and believe we shall have a very 
interesting discussion. 

Joint-ill in lambs is a disease in which 
possibly those of us who practise in East Anglia 
are particularly interested, but I have no doubt 
that there is much in this paper that is of great 
importance to us all. ’ 

I must apologise to you for the fact that a 
comparatively obscure practitioner like myself 
is occupying this Chair, for I feel that there are 
many gentlemen present who are so much 
more fitted to fill this position. However, it was 
apparently the wish of the Provisional Com- 
mittee that I should officiate this morning so I 
am here to do my best and trust that my 
deficiencies will receive your kind forbearance. 

I have much pleasure in calling on my friend 
and neighbour, Mr. S. E. Hill, of East Rudham, 
to open this discussion, 
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Mr. S. E. Hitt (East Rudham, King’s Lynn): | 
should like to congratulate Mr. Blakemore on his 
paper and to say that I consider that “ Joint-ill 
in Lambs” is a very appropriate subject for 
discussion at a Congress held in East Anglia, 
inasmuch as the disease appears to be much 
more prevalent in this part of the country than 
in any other. It has been very interesting to me 
to read the details of the research work on this 
subject which has been carried out at the Insti- 
tute of Animal Pathology, Cambridge. This 
Institute has done a vast amount of research 
work on diseases of sheep, and Mr. Blakemore 
has taken a very active part in this work. He 
and his co-workers are to be congratulated on 
the valuable discoveries they have recently made, 
which are likely to prove of the highest service 
to the sheep farmers of this country. 

As a practitioner in the Eastern counties, | 
should like to take this opportunity of thanking 
the Cambridge Institute and Mr. Blakemore, in 
particular, for the great assistance they have 
given me on numerous occasions in dealing with 
outbreaks of disease amongst sheep, on which I 
have been called in to advise during the course 
of my practice. 

I hope there will be a good discussion on this 
paper, but it seems to me that a research worker 
would have been more suitable as a first opener 
than a general practitioner, as the latter could 
hardly be expected to have a very profound 
knowledge of a disease such as this—one which, 
unfortunately, I am afraid, has been rather 
neglected both by research workers and practi- 
tioners until the last few years. Mr. Blakemore 
says that the exact mode of infection in nature 
is as yet unestablished, but suggests in the 
“Summary” at the end of his paper that 
infection most frequently takes place by con- 


* tamination of the navel, or following castration 


and docking. Also, he says that investigations 
have revealed that at least two forms exist:— 


(1) Caused by streptococci, which he says is 
the type usually found in East Anglia. 


(2) Caused by Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae, 
which he says is relatively uncommon. 


I should like to ask Mr. Blakemore if he thinks 
that the shortage of certain elements in the food 
of the ewes during the later stages of pregnancy 
has any relation to the incidence of joint-ill in 
the lambs. Is it not possible that a lack of green 
foods or a shortage of vitamin A, for instance, 
might so alter the milk of the ewe that instead 
of conferring on the lamb during its first few 
days of life a natural resistance to streptococcal 
or other infections as, presumably, it might do 
under better conditions, it leaves the lamb in 
an enfeebled state through lack of the proper 
food elements necessary to maintain health? I 
am asking this because I believe that in severe 
outbreaks of joint-ill it is usually the earlier 
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lambs which develop the disease and that, in 
some instances, after the ewes have been moved 
so that green foods may be included in their 
ration, the trouble has died down. When I say 
the earlier lambs, I do not mean the first few 
lambs dropped, but rather the progeny of the 
first half or so of the flock. In the less acute 
type, however, it is generally the later lambs 
which are affected, indicating that the infection 
has probably crept in from some outside source. 

The lambing season occurs at a time when 
there is a general shortage of green foods, and 
it occurs to me that this shortage might have an 
important bearing on the incidence of the 
disease, especially the acute type. 

To my mind it appears probable that when 
we are dealing with joint-ill in lambs or 
“schooled ” lambs, as they are called locally, 
we are really dealing with two separate forms of 
disease : — 

(1) The acute infection which is shown when 
the lambs are only three or four days old, 
and in which mortality is high. 

(2) A less acute infection which is shown 
later—round about 10 to 14 days old, or 
later than that, in which the lambs linger 
on for a considerable time, and in which 
some of them survive, but remain crippled 
or stiff-jointed. 


The first type is the one on which I think the 
lack of green stuffs in the food of the ewes might 
have some bearing; and the second type, I think, 
is more likely to be due to infection following 
castration and docking. As far as I can ascer- 
tain, joint-ill of the virulent type (or type 1) is 
uncommon in grass flocks, and only relatively 
few cases of the second type of infection occur. 
I know of one grass flock of 500 ewes which has 
used the same lambing yard for five years in 
succession. This is an open bullock yard with a 
“marl” or rammed chalk, bottom; and here is 
an instance where the theory that sheep- 
contaminated ground spreads the infection fails, 
because in this, the fifth season, only one case 
of joint-ill has occurred, and that was after dock- 
ing. In previous years, there had been a few 
cases each year—about 20 (all type 2) in the four 
years. 

Mr. Blakemore states that in one experiment 
he tried soaking the umbilicus and cord with 
cultures of streptococcus within a few hours of 
the birth of the lamb, and that in a further 
experiment, he tried an exposure of the raw 
surface of the tail for 15 minutes to cotton wool 
pads soaked in cultures. Neither of these experi- 
ments was successful in conveying joint-ill to 
the lambs. This is rather different, however, 
from what occurs in natural conditions. Here 
the raw surface, either of the umbilical cord or 
the stump of the tail, is exposed almost con- 
tinuously to infection, since the lamb spends a 
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good deal of its time lying down. And it is 
highly probable that soil adheres to the raw 
surfaces, particularly when the soil is light and 
powdery as is a good proportion of the land in 
East Anglia. The statement that E. rhusiopathiae 
infection is relatively uncommon in lambs, is, to 
me, rather surprising, because in the Eastern 
Counties swine erysipelas is much more preva- 
lent and, frequently, of a far more virulent type 
than is found elsewhere. On many farms in this 
part of England, pigs are kept in large numbers 
—frequently in bullock yards with sheds at one 
end or round the sides and open in the middle. 
The warmth and moisture of the rotting manure 
in these yards, which are cleaned out, as a rule, 
only once a year, would naturally favour the 
growth of bacilli and, as this manure is carted 
out and spread on the arable land, one might 
expect E. rhusiopathiae to have a wide distribu- 
tion in the soil and that, consequently, infection 
by this organism of lambs kept on arable land 
would be common. 

At this stage I would like to refer to a short 
note on “ Arthritis in Lambs,” which was pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record on November 
19th, 1938, and which appears to be an extract 
from an article written by D. Murnane in the 
Australian Veterinary Journal, This states that a 
disease with features distinct from those of 
joint-ill due to streptococci or staphylococci is 
described as occurring annually in Victoria. 
Lambs are commonly affected two weeks after 
castration, but may be so any time up to four 
months of age. The causal organism occurs but 
sparsely in the joint secretions and, aithough it 
bears a very close resemblance to E. rhusio- 
pathiae, Murnane gives the following as some of 
the reasons why he considers it more likely to 
be the organism of mouse septicaemia:— 

(1) It is highly pathogenic in small numbers to 

mice, 

(2) Large doses cause no ill-effects in swine. 

(3) There is no swine erysipelas in Australia, 

where this type of arthritis in lambs is 
well known. 

Gaiger and Davies in their “ Veterinary 
Pathology and Bacteriology ” state that in lambs, 
joint-ill is mainly caused by pyogenic cocci, 
principally staphylococci, and that, in lambs 
several months old, arthritis may be due _ to 
E. rhusiopathiae. 

Can Mr. Blakemore produce sufficient evidence 
to prove that what I have called type 2 infection 
in this country is due to streptococci, or is this 
type really due to E. rhusiopathiae or to some 
other organism? 

With regard to the spread of joint-ill, I have 
little to say, except that it appears improbable 
that it is spread during coitus by rams bred from 
an affected flock, otherwise breeders of pedigree 
sheep who regularly sell rams for breeding 
purposes would have received many complaints 
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from their customers; and I know of no evidence 
that such complaints have been received. 

Treatment of Joint-ill——Mr. Blakemore gives 
the results in three flocks of treatment of 
infected lambs with drugs of the sulphanilamide 
group. These results are very interesting and 
sound quite encouraging. The dosage mentioned 
was 1) grammes per lamb per day. May I ask 
if this was given as one single daily dose or 

yas it divided into several doses during the 
day? I have no experience of this drug in the 
treatment of sheep, but I have a high opinion as 
to its value in streptococcal infections of dogs 
and horses, and I can quite believe that it is 
likely to prove valuable in the treatment of 
joint-ill in lambs. 

There is a drawback, of course, in the great 
amount of extra work involved, and a shepherd 
would need an extra man, and one with a fair 
amount of intelligence, to carry out the treat- 
ment. 

Mr. Blakemore does not mention protective 
inoculation of pregnant ewes, so I presume that 
he does not consider that a vaccine could be 
used on the ewes, which would prevent joint-ill 
in their progeny, or effectively reduce the 
numbers of diseased lambs. Perhaps some other 
member may be able to give us information on 
this point as, if the disease can be prevented by 
injecting the ewes, that surely must be the best 

yay to deal with an infected flock. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my apprecia- 
tion of the honour accorded to me in being asked 
to open the discussion on Mr. Blakemore’s 
valuable and instructive paper. He has had a 
difficult task in preparing this on a subject about 
which one can find so little literature, and when 
one realises that what he has written must be 
largely the result of his own observations and 
of the research work carried out at Cambridge, 
one feels that very great credit is due to him. 

Mr. W. Lyte Srewarr (King’s College, 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne), who was the second opener 
of the discussion, said: The common’ strepto- 
coccal joint-ill of lambs is a disease which is 
fairly readily controlled by navel disinfection 
immediately after birth, and I confess that a 
few years ago I would have had some difficulty 
in saying anything new about it. But I think we 
will all agree that Mr. Blakemore has found 
something new to say, and that he has said it 
extremely clearly and extremely well. 

I was particularly interested in his experi- 
ments on the transmission of joint-ill and the 
field trials with sulphanilamide. Like Mr. 
Blakemore, I have always felt reasonably sure 
that infection, in the majority of cases, occurs by 
way of the navel, and I was surprised to read 
that not one of the three lambs artificially 
infected by this route showed symptoms of joint- 
ill. It is, of course, difficult in this type of 
experiment to reproduce natural conditions, but 
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I wonder if Mr. Blakemore has any particular 
explanation of this negative result. 

Streptococcal joint-ill is a fairly common 
disease in the North of England, especially 
amongst the Cheviot and_ half-bred flocks. 
Generally the incidence is low, but sometimes it 
occurs in epizoétic form, and causes high losses. 
Lambs fed on cow’s milk are thought to be more 
liable. Mr. Blakemore has mentioned flocks 
which suffer a heavy mortality season after 
season. I should like to ask Mr. Blakemore 
whether navel disinfection is practised in these 
flocks, and if so, what disinfectant is used? I 
prefer 5 per cent. copper sulphate, as I have 
found it more caustic than tincture of iodine. 

With regard to predisposing causes, it may 
be necessary to enquire into the management of 
the ewes before lambing. Some shepherds feed 
too many turnips to the exclusion of a proper 
mixture of concentrates, and under these condi- 
tions the lambs may be less resistant. Field 
diagnosis is sometimes a little difficult because 
great lameness may be present without visible 
joint enlargement. Typical joint-ill may not 
develop, but on examination of the joints a little 
pus is generally present. Lamb dysentery may 
complicate the picture, as I have frequently seen 
both diseases occurring simultaneously in the 
same flock. 

The Actinomyces necrophorus causes another 
type of disease very similar to joint-ill, which is 
fairly common in the north. The symptoms are 
identical with streptococcal joint-ill, namely, 
lameness and emaciation. The lesions are 
principally found in the liver, and not in the 
joints, and consist of dry, caseous areas as large 
as a Shilling. More recent abscesses are seen on 
the liver surface, and these are filled with 
greenish-yellow pus. The lungs and diaphragm 
are frequently found growing together. In smears 
and cultures from the liver one sees long, 
slender Gram-negative filaments, which have 
been identified as A. necrophorus. 1 think that 
infection is usually by way of the navel, and 
perhaps occasionally through wounds resulting 
from castration or docking. 

On farms severely infested with sheep ticks, 
another type of pyaemic infection is common, 
and which, although quite distinct from true 
joint-ill, also produces lameness or paralysis and 
emaciation. The disease is caused by a staphylo- 
coccus. Staphylococci are common skin-dwelling 
organisms, and they enter the body through 
wounds produced by tick bites. In keeping with 
the tendency of staphylococci to grow together 
in clumps, the lesions consist of abscess forma- 
tion, which may be found in the skin, meninges, 
in bone, or in the spleen, liver, kidney, heart 
muscle or joints. The lesions are produced by 
pyaemic infiltration, and the disease runs a 
chronic course, ending with death in the 
majority of cases. I have not observed this 
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disease on farms which are tick-free, and the 
condition has therefore been’ termed _ tick 
pyaemia. 

These observations, I think, go to support Mr. 
Blakemore’s view that polyarthritis in lambs, as 
in equines, can be caused by a variety of pus- 
producing micro-organisms. 

Perhaps I might add that I am also familiar 
with another curious disease of lambs the 
symptoms of which closely resemble strepto- 
coceal joint-ill. The principal lesions are found 
in the long bones and ribs. I have brought two 
specimens along which illustrate the deficient 
nature of the bone cortex, and the buttressing of 
the shaft by new bone formation is also clearly 
seen. Lambs up to about 14 days old are 
attacked, and there is great stiffness and lame- 
ness; also, frequently, broken bones. The cause 
of the disease is still unknown, but experiments 
we have carried out negative the view that the 
trouble is due to mineral deficiency. It is not a 
pyaemic condition, and I mention it merely 
because of its close resemblance to clinical 
joint-ill. 

With regard to treatment, I had a little 
experience this year of curative treatment. In 
one outbreak of streptococcal joint-ill, seven 
affected lambs were given 1 gramme of pure 
sulphanilamide (Brady and Martin). Treatment 
was commenced as soon as cases were observed, 
and continued in some lambs for 14 days. The 
shepherd reported that the treatment did not 
appear to exert any beneficial effect, and all 
these animals were finally destroyed = as 
incurable. 

In another outbreak where I diagnosed an 
Actinomyces necrophorus infection, prontosil 
was used in 10 c.c. doses. Two doses were given 
in successive days. No improvement was noted. 
I realise now that it was a mistake to use pronto- 
sil at all, but once having started, I regret that I 
was unable to follow it through to the bitter end. 
After we instituted navel disinfection no fresh 
cases arose, 

A preparation of Bayer’s known as “ Uleron” 
was tried in a few cases of tick pyaemia. Four 
daily doses were given to affected lambs, and 
two lambs recovered. Other three affected 
lambs received daily doses of 1 gramme of pure 
sulphanilamide for 14 days, and of these two 
lambs recovered and one died. In practice these 
tests are somewhat difficult to control and inter- 
pret, and my own feeling is that control should 
be based on preventive measures. Contrary to 
Mr. Hill’s experience I have not noted any 
evidence pointing to ante-natal infection, but in 
view of his remarks I shall certainly examine 
the problem afresh. In concluding by again 
thanking Mr. Blakemore I should just like to ask 
him—or perhaps I should ask Professor Boddie 
—if he would be so kind as to inform us what 
he considers to be the best navel dressing for 
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young lambs and how exactly should it be 
applied? 

Mr. N. S. BARRon (Reading), the third opener 
of the discussion, said: Mr. Blakemore’s 
experience of this disease is probably more 
extensive than most people’s, and his knowledge 
of the disease in the field has been amply 
extended by his laboratory enquiries. 

My experience has been confined to the 
streptococcal type and I need not repeat the 
symptoms already well described in the paper. 
The origin of outbreaks is_ still somewhat 
obscure, and the problem as to how the disease 
is carried over from year to year, is indeed an 
intriguing one. In the type due to E. rhusio- 
pathiae it can be assumed that soil infection 
persists from year to year, knowing the sapro- 
phytic nature of the organism. Perhaps, too, 
adults may be carriers as in erysipelas in the 
pig. It wonder if Mr. Blakemore has any 
evidence in this direction with regard to the 
ewe, 

Pathogenic streptococci, it is believed, do not 
withstand the rigours of an_ ex-corporate 
existence at all well. Then, how do such cases 
keep cropping up from year to year? Mr. Blake- 
more failed to detect the organism in the uterus 
of ewes producing affected lambs. What are the 
chances of the udder being the resting site of 
the organism in the interim? 

Certainly, it seems rather difficult to explain 
the persistence of the disease without postulating 
the existence of carriers, 

In most outbreaks in my experience, the first 
lambs born appear to remain healthy, whereas 
those born in the second or third weeks after 
lambing has begun show clinical symptoms of 
the disease. Could not this be explained on the 
ground that one or two animals only are carriers, 
possibly of only a few organisms, and that it 
takes some time for the concentration of 
infection to be built,up or for the organism to 
become enhanced in virulence’ before’ it is 
possible to obtain clinical cases? 

Having a fresh fold each year (although 
valuable) does not seem to be of any great signi- 
ficance from the point of view pf the control of 
joint-ill since some cases occur in freshly made 
folds. 

In connection with the relationship between 
abortion in ewes and this disease, Mr. Blake- 
more’s statement is confirmed that whether the 
former is specific or not, there seems to be no 
relationship. 

I would add my thanks to those accorded by 
the other speakers to Mr. Blakemore for his 
helpful paper. 


GENERAL DISCUSSION 


Mr. R. E. GLover (Mill Hill) added his quota 
of thanks to Mr. Blakemore for his paper which, 
in his opinion, was one of the best which had 
been presented to the Association for many 
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years. Mr. Blakemore was to be sincerely con- 
gratulated on the very complete investigation 
which he had undertaken. Mr. Glover said that 
several years ago he was interested in_ this 
disease and in conjunction with Mr. Cornell had 
made an enquiry into several outbreaks in the 
eastern counties. It was evident from what they 
had heard that the condition Showed no evidence 
of declining and was still responsible for serious 
losses. 

It was of some significance that Mr. Blakemore 
had not encountered any infections of lambs 
with Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae. The single 
outbreak which Cornell and Glover described, 
occurred in Dorset in a region where swine 
erysipelas was uncommon. It was this fact, 
coupled with their inability to discover cases of 
the ovine condition in East Anglia where the 
porcine disease was so common, that led them 
to think that there might not be any direct asso- 
ciation between the condition in sheep and pigs 
respectively. It was significant that whereas 
arthritis in lambs due to FE, rhusiopathiae had 
become increasingly prominent in America, 
Australia, France and other countries, further 
evidence of its existence in this country was 
lacking. 

He was interested in the experiments of Mr. 
Blakemore on the attempted infection of lambs 
and noted that the two routes used were intra- 
venous and vaginal. On the grounds that the 
efforts to secure infection by the latter route 
were unsuccessful and from the failure” to 
recover the organism with any degree of 
regularity from the cervix of ewes in infected 
flocks, Mr. Blakemore was inclined to reject the 
theory that infection of the uterus followed by 
pre-natal infection of the foetus was one of the 
methods of propagation of the disease and 
suggested that spread from the umbilicus was 
the more usual method. Mr. Glover, while agree- 
ing that this explanation was probably correct, 
pointed out that in his own investigation, 
although streptococci were sometimes recovered 
from the umbilicus, this site was often perfectly 
normal and was not, therefore, regarded as the 
portal of entry. He would hesitate to incriminate 
infection by the navel route as the sole method 
of entry of the organism. During their inquiry 
they persuaded several owners whose flocks 
regularly suffered from the disease, to treat the 
navels of a proportion of the lambs with iodine 
as soon after birth as possible, but no apparent 
benefit resulted from this intervention. He was 
still inclined to think that some of these cases 
were due to prenatal infection and suggested 
that it would be of interest to feed cultures of 
the streptococcus to pregnant ewes in order to 
determine whether joint-ill would develop in 
their offspring. In his own experiments with 
E. rhusiopathiae itwas found that it was possible 
to set up arthritis in lambs by feeding cultures. 

Bosworth and Glover had also found that 
S. abortus ovis, which is a common cause of 
infectious abortion of ewes in this country, 
would invade the uterus of the pregnant ewe and 
cause abortion when cultures of the organism 
were given by the mouth. Attempts to infect 
ewes per vagina (unpublished results) were not 
successful. 

The occurrence of streptococcal arthritis in 
lambs in infected flocks following docking was 
most interesting, but he would venture to put 
forward an alternative explanation to that 
advanced by Mr. Blakemore. Doubtless, in addi- 
tion to the severe cases with patent joint lesions, 
many lambs in infected flocks passed through a 
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sub-clinical phase which yas not readily 
apparent. He would suggest that in such 
instances the act of docking, by providing a 
lesion to which the organism was attracted, 
might tend to convert a sub-acute case into one 
which was more severe. He would be glad to 
hear Mr. Blakemore’s views on this tentative 
suggestion. 

Mr. W. F. Aston (Shrewsbury), observed that, 
after listening that morning to scientists and 
investigators who had told them of what they 
had found with regard to this disease in sheep, 
he must speak purely as a practitioner who lived 
in a part of the country where shepherding is 
second to none. 

The disease was fairly prevalent. In this last 
year, four outbreaks were seen, and on one of 
those farms there had been a similar outbreak 
last year. The above cases had, this year, had 
sulphanilamide in tablet form with very satis- 
factory results indeed, particularly on the farm 
that had it the year before, and which had 
between 30 and 40 lambs affected out of 130 to 
150. After treatment there were only three 
deaths which could be attributed to joint-ill. 

Most of the speakers had mentioned disinfec- 
tion of the navel. It was surprising and alarming 
to think that they should offer that advice to 
shepherds, though he was not speaking now as a 
veterinary surgeon but as a_ shepherd. ey 
time a lamb was picked up for a purpose such 
as disinfection of the navel, it stood a good 
chance of going one lower down in its fight for 
life. The correct’ and satisfactory way of 
practising disinfection of the navel was to put 
the sheep on the grass and tell the shepherd not 
to touch any lamb. 

Speaking from experience on the above 
among his own flocks, brought him to a point 
which was mentioned in the paper, that was, 
pre-natal infection. A very good example 
occurred this year. Sixteen ewes were bought 
from a neighbour. They were part of a flock 
which lambed down very early, and the losses 
in these lambs were high. After two or three 
lambs had died post-mortem examination was 
made, and it was discovered that these ewes had 
lamb dysentery. This caused great concern 
about the general flock, as to what was going to 
be done with the late ewes. The only place to 
put them was in the field next to the stackyard 
where affected ewes had lambed, and 53 ewes 
lambed down without one lamb _ having 
dysentery, showing that the navel infection on 
the place was very slight; it also showed that 
there must have been pre-natal infection in the 
16 ewes, as it was discovered that their owner’s 
losses the previous spring had been very high. 

With regard to feeding turnips to sheep, it was 
certainly contra-indicated to put in-lamb ewes 
on folded turnips. The reason was that it caused 
so much stomach fermentation, adding danger- 
ously to the pressure in the abdomen and _ so 
causing premature births. It also meant that 
there was a great increase in the light yellow 
body fat which often caused difficulty in lambing. 

With regard to docking, it would be seen that 
it was suggested that docking should be done at 
two or three weeks old. That was very different 
from the practice in some parts of the country, 
where it was done at about eight to ten weeks 
old. It was difficult to understand the reason for 
this docking in early life. The lambs were born 
in February, March and early April, the grasses 
came in May, and it was not until there was 
question of soiling, and ewes and lambs were 
doing very well, and they were less liable to get 
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acute septicaemia, that docking was advisable. 

Two reasons for docking lambs were, first, to 
prevent the soiling when the grass comes, and 
the next thing, as a preventive of this acute blood 
septicaemia which they got. He had not noticed 
any losses due to joint-ill from docking, which 
if done at six to eight weeks old would be 
negligible, the usual sequel to docking in the 
Mid-West being tetanus. 

Thanks were due to 
excellent paper. 

Mr. E. A. Gray (Chelmsford), said he felt rather 
nervous in standing up before the men who had 
spoken earlier and who had perhaps more 
practical experience of the condition. There 
was one point, however, which he felt was of 
great importance in view of the question of con- 
trol. He would like to ask Mr. Blakemore in this 
connection exactly what risk there was of 
infection by the organisms responsible _ for 
streptococcic infections of other animals. Was, 
for example, streptococcic mastitis of dairy cattle 
dangerous? On one farm known to him there 
was a very old barn the floor of which was a 
thick mat of rotten straw and thatch, where the 
ewes lambed, and where cases of tetanus and 
blackleg not infrequently occurred in the lambs, 
mena ws Be after docking, but there had been no 
symptoms of joint-ill. On an adjoining dairy 
farm there was some degree of streptococcic 
mastitis. Was it possible that the infection in 
the dairy cattle might be carried across to infect 
the lambing pens? In closing, he wished to 
thank Mr. Blakemore very much _ for his 
instructive and valuable paper. 

Mr. J. O. Powxey (Driffield), stated that he 
lived in the county of East Riding and York- 
shire, which was probably one of the biggest 
sheep-rearing districts in the North country. 
There the most popular breed was the Leicester- 
Lincoln cross, and this season heavy losses had 
been experienced in newly born lambs. When 
dropped the lambs were in excellent condition. 
About 24 hours after the lambing, one would go 
into the lambing pens and find many with ears 
down, eyes dull, backs up, and in 12 to 24 hours 
these lambs were dead. The losses would be an 
average of anything up to 15 or 20 per cent. One 
was at a loss to explain or arrive at any decision 
as to the cause of this condition. Post-mortem 
examination revealed absolutely nothing; so it 
was decided to go round most of the knacker- 
vards to see if the losses were general, and it 
was surprising to find that every knacker-yard 
was simply cluttered up with newly dropped 
lambs. 

Post-mortem examinations were made on 
numbers of these lambs, and evidence of joint- 
ill and navel infection was found in a fairly 
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large percentage. The organism or organisms 
responsible produced toxaemia_ straight away, 
killed the lambs, and one could not do any- 


thing for them. The curious thing about the 
outbreak was that it was only the lambs at the 
commencement of lambing which died. When 
one got half-way through the lambing season the 
losses ceased, 

Twelve bloods were sent from twelve ewes 
which had lost their lambs, and they were all 
returned positive to Salmonella abortus ovis. 

As a matter of fact, in the East Riding they 
had a heavy infection with the Salmonella 
abortus ovis and that might be a coincidence, 
but it did enter his mind whether the salmonella 
was in any way responsible for these deaths in 
these lambs. 

It would be rather interesting to know if this 
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condition occurred in other parts of the country. 
On making enquiries, it had been said by many 
of the shepherds that they had known this acute 
condition in newly dropped lambs for genera- 
tions; that they would have a bad season, and 
then there would be a run of two or three seasons 
without recurrence. 

The CuarrMan (Mr. W. H. Dennett) now rose 
to say that, if there were no more speakers, he 
trusted they would allow him a moment or two 
in which to make a few remarks before he asked 
the essayist to reply. 

_ He had been very interested in this disease 
for some years and must congratulate Mr. Blake- 
more on his most interesting and instructive 
paper. Mr. Blakemore seemed to consider that 
infection mostly took place after birth. With 
this he did not altogether agree; he thought 
infection was often pre-natal, and Mr. Blake- 
more’s own efforts to bring about the infection 
experimentally through the navel or the freshly 
docked lamb did not seem to have been very 
successful. i 

Speaking personally, his own efforts had been 
more inclined towards prevention rather than 
treatment. A few years ago, in order to see what 
could be done in this direction, he started 
vaccinating the pregnant ewes. This method did 
not seem to have many adherents, but he gave 
them the results of his own experience. 

Unfortunately, the average practitioner did 
not get the opportunity to do as much of this 
work as one could wish, for so many flock 
owners did not seem to consider it worth while 
to call in their veterinary surgeon to deal with 
diseases of sheep. Thus, there were only two 
flocks on which he had had the chance of any- 
thing approaching a real try out, but the results 
he had had were, to say the least, encouraging. 

He used a mixed vaccine’ prepared from 
streptococci, B. pyoseplicum viscosum, B. coli 
and other organisms, vaccinating about one 
month before lambing commenced. In one flock, 
which unfortunately no longer existed, there 
had been a very considerable incidence of this 
disease over a period of years. 

In 1935 he vaccinated about 400 ewes of this 
flock; in this year he was rather late in starting 
as many ewes had already lambed. Every preg- 
nant ewe was vaccinated and each living lamb 
given a dose of serum; the serum inoculation 
proved of litthe value as many of these lambs 
developed the disease, but there were no cases 
in those lambs which were born after the ewes 
were vaccinated. 

The following year the whole flock were 
vaccinated, about 500 ewes, and once again there 
were no cases of joint-ill in the lambs. 

He much regretted that he cotld give no pre- 
cise figures for this flock as it was dispersed in 
the autumn of 1936 and no records were now 
available, but he had the written testimony of 
the farms manager to the estate in question, that 
vaccination appeared more than to prove its 
worth—and he had assured him that should a 
ewe flock be re-established in the future he 
would certainly go in for it again. 

In regard to the second flock with which he 
had had the opportunity of dealing, he was able 
to give them more precise figures. 

This was a flock of about 220 ewes and in 
1935 there were eleven cases of joint-ill in 
roughly 300 lambs. In 1936 there were 20 cases 
from the same number, and in 1937 there were 
55 cases from a similar number. 

In 1938 he commenced treatment of this flock 
and vaccinated all the ewes and there was one 
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doubtful case in a lamb. He did not see this 
lamb but the owner was inclined to think that 
this was not joint-ill. 

In 1939 he again vaccinated the whole flock 
and he thought he could honestly say that there 
was not a single case. There was one lamb this 
year that was lame in the.shoulder for some 
weeks, but it never showed any functional dis- 
order and his own opinion was that it was 
trodden on by the ewe. He might add that Mr. 
Blakemore saw this lamb with him and_ he 
agreed that this was not a case of joint-ill. 

He did not suggest that he had found the 
golden key that would open the gates of success 
in the eradication of this disease, for it was 
obvious that they must work over a much longer 
period of time before making rash statements, 
but he did claim that his results were suffi- 
ciently encouraging to demand further investi- 
gation and work, 

In conclusion, he should like to say how much 
he appreciated the work and interest that Mr. 
Blakemore had given to this subject. It was always 
a pleasure to him to meet Mr. Blakemore when 
he came into his district on his investigations, 
and they in East Anglia counted themselves most 
fortunate to have him to help them in their 
problems. (Hear, hear.) 


The Reply 


Mr. BiLakeMore, replying to the discussion, 
said that, before dealing in detail with the 
various questions that had been raised, he would 
like to say a few words about the subject in 
general. 

It was not only the importance of joint-ill in 
East Anglia which attracted attention to that 
problem; it was the general lack of knowledge 
regarding septicaemic diseases of newly born 
animals) The lamb was an admirable animal for 
experimental study of such conditions. It had 
been found that even during early life this animal 
was resistant to most_ streptococci. When 
pathogenic strains entered the body they multi- 
ylied in the blood stream for a time and then 
ecalieed in the joints. Why they should select 
this site was difficult to explain; it might be that 
it was due to the movement of the joints. It was 
certainly quite easy to make the organisms settle 
in any part of the body by irritating the part; 
for example, the injection of a few drops of 
turpentine subcutaneously would cause’ an 
abscess during the septicaemic state. ' 

It was interesting to note that when they had 
produced infection of the lamb by maternal 
infection the lamb showed no gross lesions. This 
was an interesting point. In natural cases of 
the disease little reaction was usually found in 
the organs and histological studies showed that 
the organisms were often localised at the navel 
without any evidence of suppuration. 

It was striking that one type of streptococcus 
was mainly involved because as a rule distinct 
streptococci did seem to be associated with 
different animals; for example, Group C strepto- 
cocci were usually recovered from diseased 
conditions in equines and Group A most fre- 
quently infected man. 


Attention had been drawn to maternal 


infection. One would like to believe that infec- 
tion of the lamb always took place in this way, 
but when attempts were made to obtain concrete 
evidence that this was the case the results were 
very disappointing. Occasionally, however, it 
could be done experimentally and he thought 
they must admit that it did play a part in the 
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spread of the disease. It would seem that a 
placental lesion might be set up and that the 
organisms could then gain entrance to the 
circulation of the foetus. The question as to why 
it was so difficult to infect iambs by merely 
smearing the navel or the stump of the ampu- 
tated tail with streptococci was a wide one. It 
had been suggested that diet might play a part 
in determining the resistance but there was no 
evidence that this was the case. On the other 
hand, the failure to reproduce this disease with 
any regularity experimentally might be due to 
delayed closure of the umbilical vessels in 
certain individuals. 

With regard to treatment, one of the great 
drawbacks was, of course, the early disappear- 
ance of the organism from the blood stream; 
nevertheless, there was some _ evidence that 
drugs of the sulphonamide group had a curative 
effect. Unfortunately, the lamb did not lend itself 
to individual attention and if this was possible 
observations had shown that there was no 
marked rise in temperature to indicate the septi- 
caemic state. In this connection it might be 
justifiable to make a comparison with the disease 
as it occurs in foals since they often show a rise 
in temperature before the development of lame- 
ness. Treatment at that- time would probably 
have the most beneficial effect. 

To deal more specifically with the points 
raised in the discussion: Mr. Hill had asked if 
they had any evidence to show that the disease, 
which occurred in the first few days of life, was 
the same as that which occurred later. They 
found the same type of infection in lambs up to 
one month old. Mr. Hill also asked whether they 
could give one dose daily or a dose several times 
a day: they gave one dose of 13 grammes daily 
for a period of several days. He had not men- 
tioned in his paper, but he must now say, that 
they had checked up the blood content of 
sulphonamide when given by oral administration 
in this dose and found that it produced a con- 
centration sufficient to affect streptococci. 

Mr. Lyle Stewart did not understand why they 
were unable to prevent joint-ill by disinfecting 
the navel. This practice was carried out exten- 
sively in East Anglia but the results were not 
good. There was a difference between the condi- 
tions under which the lambs lived in the two 
districts, namely, that in the eastern counties 
they came into contact with the soil very early 
in life; that might be an explanation of the high 
incidence experienced. 

With regard to the question of “ carriers,” 
raised by Mr. Barron, it must be mentioned that 
they had failed to recover organisms of this type 
from the vagina except in isolated instances. 
There was an interesting comparison with the 
mare, which frequently carried streptococci of 
the type found in cases of joint-ill in the vagina. 
They had found the joint-ill streptococcus in 
mastitis, but there was no evidence that the 
disease arose from lambs suckling ewes which 
were carrying this organism in the udder. 

Mr. Aston had mentioned the question of dock- 
ing, and had also brought up the question of 
grazing. There was very little grassland on the 
East Anglian sheep farms, and often it was not 
possible to put the lambs on pasture. Docking 
was carried out far too early and if it could be 
postponed until the lambs were four weeks old, 
the risk of joint-ill would be greatly reduced. 

Mr. Gray had made reference to the question 
of cross-infection: they had not exploited that. 
He had also enquired as to the distribution of 
the streptococci in nature and one could only 
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Joint-I1] in Lambs 


N a recent editorial* attention was directed 

to the desirability of effective collaboration 
between the veterinary practitioner and the 
veterinary research worker in order that the 
results of the investigations completed in 
the laboratory may be applied with reasonable 
confidence in the field. In this issue we are 
publishing the article presented by Mr. F. 
Blakemore at the recent Congress. This com- 
cunication, together with the discussion which 
followed, admirably illustrates the value of a 
harmonious relationship between a_ research 
institute and a group of practitioners whereby 
each has been enabled to contribute important 
information on the subject of ovine suppurative 
polyarthritis or joint-ill. The investigation is 
not only of practical value but is also of wide 
fundamental importance. 

Amongst investigations of diseases of the 
newly born, joint-ill in lambs has long been 
recognised as a separate entity. There can be 
little doubt that in certain areas it accounts 
for a high percentage of deaths or disablement 
in young lambs. In the past, investigations into 
the condition have been slow, probably because 
the treatment of individual animals has not 
been considered of sufficient economic impor- 
tance to justify the trouble which would be 
entailed by elaborate measures of control; in 
consequence the assistance of the laboratory 
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draw attention to the difficulties of surveys of 
that kind. 

Mr. Powley enquired if they got salmonella 
abortion. Salmonella infection was very common 
in the eastern counties but was not related to 
joint-ill. 

He had been interested in Mr. Dennett’s work: 
personally he felt that it might be difficult to 
stimulate an immunity in the ewe which could 
be passed on to the lamb, but he could only say 
that he had no experience of the method. A 
wide-scale experiment, adequately controlled, 
would have to be done as well as more laboratory 
work to find out whether there was any response 
to the injection of vaccines into the ewe. 

The CHArRMAN said that he was sure that it 
would be their wish that they should show their 
appreciation of Mr. Blakemore, not only for his 
work and his paper, but for the very ‘excellent 
way in which he had dealt with their queries. 
(Loud applause.) 
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worker has not been sought. It is evident, how- 
ever, that a study of this disease provides a 
rich field, not only for an enquiry into a specific 
form of bacterial arthritis but also for an 
investigation into the fundamental question as 
to the method of invasion of the body by 
streptococci. The problem of pre-natal as 
opposed to post-natal infection is as yet 
unsolved, but an answer to the means whereby 
the responsible organisms are introduced would 
provide valuable information on the control of 
several diseases of young stock. The early 
school of workers was firmly of the opinion that 
the various organisins which are the cause of 
joint-ill in the foal gained an entrance through 
the umbilicus and that suitable hygienic 
measures taken at or soon after birth would 
provide an effective method of control. Recent 
investigations have cast doubt on this supposi- 
tion and strong evidence has been adduced that 
infection of the mare plays an important rdéle 
in the induction of equine joint-ill. If this is 
correct, measures of control which are exclu- 
sively restricted to the foal and ignore other 
channels of infection are likely to fail in their 
object. In the lamb an impartial consideration 
of available evidence suggests that invasion 
takes place after birth since no clear cut 
example of infection of the ewes was obtained. 
Nevertheless, pre-natal infection cannot be com- 
pletely excluded and may yet be found to play 
an important part in the dissemination of the 
disease, 

Streptococcal infections in lower animals are 
now known to cover a wide field. Amongst 
others may be mentioned streptococcal mastitis 
of cattle, strangles, genital infections and joint- 
ill in equines, and’ various infections with 
haemolytic streptococci in dogs: to these can 
be added joint-ill in lambs. For this reason the 
section dealing with the treatment of 
affected lambs by chemotherapy is particularly 
illuminating. Following the introduction § of 
sulphanilamide and allied drugs with their 
dramatic effect on selected bacterial diseases a 
tendency has arisen to apply chemotherapeutic 
measures to sundry conditions. Such an indis- 
criminate use of this valuable group is to be 
deprecated as unscientific and likely to lead to 
the discredit of the drugs in question. In the 
ease of ovine joint-ill, however, we have a 
disease which in well over 90 per cent. of cases 
is due to a pure streptococcal infection, and 
which should, therefore, readily lend itself to 
an investigation into the eflicacy of the 
sulphonamide group in the control of a localised 
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infection. The results as elaborated in the 


paper are promising and doubtless will soon 
be supplemented by records of more extensive 
observations. It will be noted, however, that 
owing to a lack of adequate controls the con- 
clusions have been drawn with commendable 
conservatism and no extravagant claims have 
been made. 


The discriminating reader will not fail to 
recognise the possible relationship of this 
disease to the rheumatic conditions in man 
which, in some manner as yet undetermined, 
are usually associated with streptococcal 
infections. It is particularly interesting that in 
infected lambs there is an initial multiplication 
of the streptococci in the blood stream from 
which the organisms disappear when the joints 
become infected. The broad similarity with 
rheumatoid arthritis in man is immediately 
apparent. Many of the investigations into this 
condition have been hampered by failure to 
find a suitable experimental animal in which 
the human syndrome can be reproduced. Time 
will show whether the sheep will fill this gap: 
in the meantime there must be agreement with 
the statement that “the lamb is an admirable 
animal for the experimental study of septi- 
caemic diseases of the newly born.” 








SMITHFIELD SHOW: “A MELANCHOLY 
BREAK ” 


Under the above heading, the Farming News 
observes: “It must be a melancholy thought for 
everyone genuinely interested in the production 
of all that is choicest in fat stock, for which this 
country has ever been famous the world over, 
to know that the Smithfield Show, fixed as usual 
for the first week of December, is, to be 
abandoned this year. But whatever the feelings 
of regret may be it was a decision that might 
have been expected under the existing circum- 
stances. With the control arrangements now in 
operation it was quite beyond the bounds of 
ordinary business to expect that those who had 
prepared fat stock at great expense would be 
prepared to sacrifice what they would have to 
sacrifice by sending exhibits forward at still 
further expense and finally selling them at a 
controlled price. These are, of course, the plain 
facts of the situation, still leaving, however, that 
feeling of regret which all must feel at the break- 
ing of another link in the historic chain of 
Smithfield Shows. It has to be remembered, 
however, that this is not the first break. That 
occurred for the first time in the closing years of 
the Great War—in 1917 and 1918—when in 
common with many other important events of 
the time the Smithfield Shows were abandoned. 
It is tragic to think that war should again be the 
cause of abandonment. It can only be hoped that 
on this occasion the break may not be for two 


years.” 





National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
and 
CLOSING MEETING OF CONGRESS 


(Continued from pages 1030 and 1074, 
respectively) 





[In the 1939 Congress number of the Veterinary 
Record (51. 34), issued on August 26th, 
reports were published of the public proceedings 
of the fifty-seventh Annual General Meeting of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland, held at the Town 
Hall, Great Yarmouth, on Wednesday, July 
26th (pp. 1028-1030), and of the Adjourned 
Annual Meeting (Closing Meeting of Congress) 
on Friday, July 28th (pp. 1071-1074). We give 
below reports of the sections of these meetings 
devoted to the consideration of business for 
members only.] 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEMBERS’ 
BUSINESS MEETINGS 


Annual General Meeting 


The members having reassembled, 

Professor Craic: I notice that item 4 on the 
agenda has not yet been dealt with: consider- 
ation of the annual meeting place for 1941. 
I am wondering if that item was intentionally 
omitted or whether at this meeting it was 
intended that suggestions should be invited for 
a meeting place for 1941. 

The PresipDENT: I do not think we have got 
a very long agenda to continue with, but I am 
informed that the caterers would like to have 
this room at 4 o’clock, so we should get out as 
soon after 4 o’clock as we can. I had only that 
in mind, and I may have pushed forward more 
quickly than I ought to have done. 


MEETING PLACE FOR 1941 


I think that at this meeting we _ should 
consider any proposals for that with a view to 
investigation by the Council later, and we are 
open now to receive any suggestions in connec- 
tion with the meeting place for 1941. 

Mr. Tuomas: I would like to propose Cardiff 
as the meeting place for 1941. Cardiff lends 
itself very eminently to suit us for a Congress: 
splendid municipal buildings, unequalled by any 
in the country; ample first-class hotel accom- 
modation; an excellent shopping centre for the 
ladies—also it is within easy reach of the sea, 
and close to Barry, Penarth and Porthcawl, In 
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addition, there would be sea trips for Weston, 
lifracombe and other places; also, there are 
first class golf links, bowling greens and tennis 


courts. I am certain that Cardiff would give a 

welcome to this Society for their meeting in 

1941, f 
The Presipenr: The invitation by Mr. 


Thomas will be considered by the Council in 
due course. Of course, there are other places 
mentioned in the past. I think I am right in 
saying there is a standing invitation in con- 
nection with Hove and that, with many other 
places, will be considered by the Council, The 
place finally decided upon will be confirmed by 
the meeting for next year. 

A MemBerR: I would like to suggest that the 
Congress for 1941 be held in Eastbourne. East- 
bourne is a most delightful seaside town with 
50,000 inhabitants. Hotel accommodation is 
first class, every facility for enjoyment is there, 
and I do not think the Association could pos- 
sibly do better anywhere on the south coast. 

Another member reminded the meeting that 
there was a strong feeling that the Congress 
should always be held at the seaside, but the 
question was asked, by Mr. Burrow, whether 
the Council would consider holding the Congress 
in an inland town, such as Buxton, in Derby- 
shire. “I am sure if you came there,” he 
observed, “ you would find delightful scenery 
and all the required accommodation, and_ it 
would be a change to go inland at least 
occasionally. ‘ 

Mr. Aston: Might I point out that Cardiff 
fits both those classes? It is inland, and within 
a few miles of the and the air would 
brighten anyone up. 

The PreEsIpENT: All these suggestions will be 
considered. I think we may now move on to 
the next item which is to receive the Report and 
Balance Sheet, I will call upon the Secretary. 


sea, 


ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET 

The Secretary: The Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet was considered by the Council 
yesterday and approved for presentation to the 
Annual General Meeting. 

The Prestpent: This Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet has been published and you have 
all received a copy. 

Major Goocu moved that it be received and 


adopted. 
The Secretary read the certificate of Messrs. 
Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wrykes, c.a., the 


Auditors of the Association, in relation to the 
Balance Sheet of the Association for the past 
year. 

Mr. Watson: I have much pleasure’ in 
seconding the motion that the Annual Report 
and Balance Sheet be adopted. 

Professor G. H. Woo.prinvce: Before the 
motion is put I would like to draw attention to 
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a state of affairs disclosed in the financial 
statement which, as far as my knowledge goes, 
has not occurred in any former year. It is the 
first time I have ever observed the expenditure 
for the year to exceed the income for the year. 
I am quite sure the Council are fully alive to 
that, and I am equally certain that it would be 
the wish of the members that, as far as possible, 
we should live each current year within our 
income. 

Mr. H. E. Bywater (Hon. Treasurer): I 
would like to call attention to the fact that we 
were in the same position last year. Unfor- 
tunately, last year we had an adverse balance 
of £174. This year, we have increased that 
adverse balance to £884 16s, 9d. The reason 
for the excessive expenditure during the last 
few years is undoubtedly the increased activities 
of the Association. During the last two years 
at any rate the Association has been very 
active indeed and = naturally, expenses have 
increased, There has been a marked improve- 
ment, too, in the Veterinary Record: that has 
been an expense to the Association. Being 
mindful of the fact that an Association can 
only successfully continue if it cuts its suit to 
its cloth, we have to consider whether it is not 
time to increase the subscription to the Associ- 
ation, Personally, I think the standard of the 
Record to-day and the increased activities and 
benefits which are given by the Association well 
merit an increase in membership subscription, 
but I do not expect everyone else to agree 
with that. If we are not going to increase 
the subscription, the only other thing we can 
do is to see if we cannot economise. 

A committee was set up to go into the accounts 
of the Association. They very carefully went 
through every item of expenditure and as a 
result, they have made certain recommenda-* 
tions to the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee which are being put into being, and it 
is hoped in the future we shall live within our 
income without in any way curtailing the 
activities of the Association, 

The Prestpent: Are there any more com- 
ments on this? é 

Mr. T. J. Boswortn: Arising out of the 
paragraph headed “ The Loveday Report” and 
the action taken thereon as set out on page 28 
of the Annual Report now under discussion, I 
wish to draw attention, Sir, to a matter which 
in my opinion affects the interests of the pro- 
fession in general and of this Association in 
particular. This is not the time, Sir, nor have 
I the wish to discuss the merits of the Loveday 
report itself; indeed, I should deprecate any 
such action, but I do want to raise what is an 
entirely different matter, namely, the degree of 
control or perhaps I should say, the lack of 
control which, to judge from what has happened 
in connection with the Loveday Report, the 
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Council is able to exercise over the activities of 
one of its most important committees—the 
Editorial Committee. 

That committee, acting as it claims on a 
mandate from the Council, undertook the 
responsibility of publishing a series of editorial 
articles on the Loveday report. As to whether 
it had such a mandate seems to have been a 
matter of doubt in the minds of some of the very 
councillors who are said to have given it. That 
is evident from the discussion which took place 
at the Council Meeting last January but if it be 
allowed that that mandate was, in fact, given, 
there are few who would deny that it was used 
in such a way as to cause some degree of amaze- 
ment, not to say consternation, among many 
members of the Council itself. That, however, 
is a minor issue compared to the effects of those 
editorials in other directions. Not only did 
they serve to create a sharp, and as I shall 
always think, quite unnecessary and altogether 
deplorable division of opinion within the pro- 
fession on the merits of the most important 
document on veterinary education which has 
appeared in our time but they raised an atmo- 
sphere in which an impartial consideration of 
its merits by the profession as a whole was 
rendered quite impossible. 

The decision to embark on this course of 
action appears to have been originated by the 
Editorial Committee (I should welcome correc- 
tion if lam wrong) and seems to have been taken 
as long ago as July of last year. My authority 
for that date is the published statement of the 
present Chairman of the Committee. I would 
remind you that that was over two months 
before the report was in the hands of the public 
and one wonders how it came to be before the 
Committee at that time and more remarkable 
- still why it should have appeared to be such an 
urgent matter to proceed to the preparation of 
a series of editorial articles so that they could 
be printed in rapid succession immediately the 
report was published. 

Surely it must have been evident to anyone 
who gave the matter a moment’s consideration 
that the effect would be to prejudge the whole 
issue and such unfortunately has been the case. 
The profession was given no opportunity to make 
up its own mind. The committee did the 
thinking for it. That was very good of them 
but many people prefer their own decision. 
After reading their efforts I came to the con- 
clusion that the committee as a whole—all my 
remarks refer, of course, to a majority of the 
committee and not to its individual members— 
had failed completely to realise the significance 
of certain recommendations of the Loveday 
Report. However, as I am not discussing the 
report I can go no further into that. 

The most serious effect of those articles was 
that to the outside world they looked like an 








attempt to coerce the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons into blind and hasty acceptance of 
the report as a whole—the report, the whole 
report and apart from a few trivial details, 
nothing less than the report as if it were some- 
thing sacred handed from above. One would 
have imagined that the Council of the Royal 
College was opposing the interests of the pro- 
fession and had not its confidence—the one body 
within the profession which is elected on a 
democratic basis and which is not only specific- 
ally charged with the supervision of veterinary 
education but is best qualified, on account of the 
long experience of its members, to judge of our 
requirements in this connection. The record of 
that College as regards education needs no 
apology—it is one of sound and continuous 
achievement on progressive evolutionary lines 
to keep abreast of present-day needs. Yet when 
its Council, on which rests the responsibility, 
refused to be stampeded by agitation into taking 
a hasty decision and made a request in the 
interests of professional unity and welfare that 
the stream of editorials be held up for a time 
until they had given full consideration to the 
important findings set out in the Loveday 
Report, it met with a blank refusal. Surely we 
who elect its members to serve us should give 
them our full support and if at any time we 
think they fail us we have a better remedy than 
to embarrass them while they are engaged in the 
study of our vital interests. In this instance, 
far from acceding to what seemed a very 
reasonable request on their part, it was made 
an occasion to intensify the campaign. Members 
of the Editorial Committee were to be seen 
attending Divisional Meetings in various parts 
of the country, pleading for support. Resolu- 


_ tions in favour of the report were hurriedly 


inserted into the Record. Let us examine some 
of the first of these and see what they amount to. 
One was from the Veterinary Research Club, a 
body with which I can claim some acquaintance 
because I was one of its founders. The dis- 
cussion of such matters as the Loveday Report 
is no part of the functions of that body as I have 
always understood them but apparently two or 
three members of the Editorial Committee who 
happened to be officers of the Club decided 
otherwise. I understand that two past presidents 
of the Club turned up and entered a vigorous 
protest against the discussion taking place but 
it duly proceeded. After they had left the 
meeting a resolution commending the report 
was put and carried, there being some absten- 
tions but no one voting against. Almost 
immediately a notice giving the terms of the 
resolution, which was said to have been carried 
unanimously, was published in the Record. It 
would be interesting to hear a definition of 
that term. The second resolution came from 
the Midland Counties Association. After a 











October 7th, 1939. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 40. 


VoL. 51. 1223 





discussion in which some of the more prominent 
protagonists had made their voices heard in its 
favour, the resolution was passed by a bare 
majority of nine votes to eight and not nem. con. 
as was recorded in our journal with so much 
haste that an apology for its appearance had to 
be made. This is an illustration of the type of 
support on which the Association relied when it 
informed the Royal College that its members 
were overwhelmingly in favour of the Loveday 
Report. It seems to me that the member who 
complained that that report was being rammed 
down our throats by the Record was amply 
justified. Not only has it been rammed down 
our throats but continuous pressure has been 
applied to keep it there in case it might be 
brought up again. I think the measures taken 
are unjustifiable, not to say beside the point, for 
I believe that not even the sternest critic of the 
report itself regards it as of so little value that it 
needs propaganda of this kind to suppert it. I 
further believe that no solid evidence has yet 
been produced to suggest that a majority of the 
profession will be prepared to accept the report 
as a whole when they have had full opportunity 
to assess the precise significance of some of its 
major recommendations. 

This is not the first time that I have had 
reason to doubt the wisdom of certain editorials 
which have appeared in our journal but I 
sincerely hope it will be the last, for a great 
responsibility rests on the writers of such 
articles. , 

Well, Sir, I have not put forward this criti- 
cism because I like doing it. I am just one of 
the rank and file in this Association and am not 
easily stirred to protest in this way but these 
things have hurt me because I realise that they 
have done serious harm to our Association and 
to our profession. I have come into contact 
with many others who have been affected as I 
have and I do not like to think of our unity 
being destroyed at a time when of all others it 
is most important that we should preserve it. 
We need to think less of personal and sectarian 
interests and more of the welfare of the pro- 
fession as a whole and it is up to the Editorial 
Committee in particular to try to bridge sharp 
differences of opinion and to shrink from any- 
thing that may tend to create them. In no other 
way can this Association remain strong enough 
to speak in the name of the whole profession and 
to further and protect our interests whenever 
opportunity occurs. 

I hope, Sir, that in future we may take it that 
the Council will make itself directly responsible 
for comment on questions of policy in the 
editorial columns of the Veterinary Record. 

Mr. GLover: I would like very strongly to 
support the views put forward so ably by Mr. 
Bosworth. I will say no more. 


Mr. Forsytu: Not being a member of the 


| 





Editorial Committee, I felt, when those leading 
articles were being published that the committee 
were ramming that report down our throats, I 
still feel very much in the same way, and I 
support Mr. Bosworth. If there is to be any split 
in the veterinary profession at all, I am afraid 
that the loyalty will be on the side of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, I myself am 
rather an enthusiastic member of — the 
“ National,” and I should very much hate any 
confliction of loyalties whatsoever in my own 
mind. In my own case, any small pin-prickings 
which have happened in the past, and which I 
considered at the time an insult, I am willing to 
forgive; I still wish to be a willing member of 
the “ National.” I only hope, however, that this 
sort of thing will cease and that those very 
fine abilities which are shown by the Editorial 
Committee and which we do not any of us wish 
to deprecate in the slightest way, will be 
diverted into slightly milder channels in the 
future, 

Mr. Morron: I rise to move the following 
amendment to the motion put forward by Mr. 
Bosworth :— 

“That editorials on questions of policy 
which are likely to be of major or vital 
importance to the profession, should not be 
published before the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. has had an opportunity to con- 
sider them, 

“A decision as to whether a given ques- 
tion falls in the category under consider- 
ation should be made by the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, and this 
same committee should decide whether the 
question is of sufficient urgency to warrant 
a special meeting of the Council.” 

Mr. Aston: I think that perhaps the Editorial 
Committee were so moved by the impression the 
Loveday Report made upon them that on this 
occasion they let their enthusiasm over-run 
them, They have been told about it, and I move 
that we proceed to the next business, 

The PresipeNt: The motion before the meet- 
ing is that the Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet be received and adopted, I put the 
motion now—all in favour? 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The Prestpent added that Mr. Motton’s 
amendment could come up under “Any other 
business.” 

ELECTION OF OTHER OFFICERS 
Dr. W. 

Vice-Presidents.—The PRESIDENT: It seems to 
me that you must be in the position of appoint- 
ing the retiring President as Vice-President. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: In view of the necessity of 
proposing that the retiring President be 
appointed Vice-President of the Association, I 
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now formally propose that Major DeVine be 
Vice-President of the Association, 

Mr. STEELE-BopGer: I have pleasure in form- 
ally seconding that. (Carried unanimously.) 

The PRESIDENT: We have now to formally 
appoint the other Vice-President, and the recom- 
mendation of the Council is that Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge be elected as President-Elect for 
the Chair, 

Mr. CAMPBELL: We all know that for years 
past, Dr. Wooldridge has done much valuable 
work for the Association even before he ever 
held any official appointment in the Association. 
During the past year, as Honorary Secretary 
in a very arduous time, he has given unselfish, 
untiring, devoted service to the Association—a 
service which has been marked not merely by 
merit, but by distinction. When, and I am 
sure the time will come before very long, he 
occupies the high position in the Association 
which you, at present, Sir, hold, I feel sure that 
he will fill that also with credit to himself and 
in a way that will bring honour and advance- 
ment to the profession, Therefore I have very 
great pleasure in seconding the proposal you 
have made that Dr. W. R. Wooldridge be made 
Vice-President of the Association, 

The PRESIDENT: You have heard the pro- 
position proposed and seconded, that Dr. 
Wooldridge be made Vice-President (President- 


Elect). Is there any other nomination? . . . If 
not, I put it to you—all in favour of the 
proposition? 


The proposition was carried with acclamation. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE: May I just say “ Thank 
you very much,” and that I hope that I shall 
fully merit this confidence which you appear to 
be placing in me. 

Honorary Treasurer.—The PRESIDENT: At 
the last Council Meeting it was decided to 
recommend that Mr. Bywater be re-elected as 
Honorary Treasurer for the year. I beg to 
propose accordingly. ' 

Dr. MONTGOMERIE: I have great pleasure in 
seconding. 

(Carried unanimously.) 

Honorary Secretary.—The PRESIDENT: Also 
at the same Council Meeting, it was agreed 
to recommend that, for the time being, Dr. 
Wooldridge be re-elected to the office of 
Honorary Secretary for the year 1939-40. I 
would, on behalf of the Council, formally 
propose that. 

Mr. LAMONT: I would like to second that. 

(Carried unanimously.) 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE: May I perhaps be per- 
mitted to say it is only at the unanimous request 
of the Council that I agreed under what they 
considered were exceptional circumstances, that 
I should act as your servant in two capacities. 
I fully realise that this is not the type of 
arrangement that is always in the best interests 
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of the Association, and I have made it perfectly 
clear that if the Council, or the Officers, or the 
General Purposes Committee during this present 
year, wish to appoint or recommend another 
individual for the post of Hon. Secretary or, 
in fact, that of Vice-President, I shall be only 
too pleased to withdraw from whichever they 
decide. 

General Secretary—The PRESIDENT: I do 
not think we need delay much over the next 
election : it is that of General Secretary. 

Mr. BARKER: In order to make it really 
formal and orthodox, I beg formally to propose 
Mr. Knight be re-elected General Secretary. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE: May I have the pleasure 
of seconding this motion? I have worked 
intimately with Mr. Knight during the past 
year and as a result I could do none other than 
heartily support this proposition put to you by 
the President. (Applause.) 

(Carried unanimously.) 

The PRESIDENT: The Council unanimously 
resolved to recommend that Messrs. Fairbairn, 
Wingfield and Wykes be re-appointed Auditors 
to the Association. I put it to you. 

(Carried unanimously.) 

The PRESIDENT: The Council have re- 
appointed Messrs. Fowler, Langley and Wright 
as the Solicitors to the Association for the 
ensuing year. The Council have also re-appointed 
Mr. W. Brown as Editorial Representative, under 
such terms and conditions as the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee may determine. 


REPRESENTATION OF DIVISIONS ON 
COUNCIL, N.V.M.A. 


The PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda 
is to receive, and if thought fit, to adopt, a 


. recommendation to the Council that no Division 


shall be entitled to elect more than ten repre- 
sentatives to the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

Dr. WooLtpRIDGE: As the member of the 
Association who was primarily responsible for 
this resolution going to the Council, I should 
like to rise to move it this afternoon. I think 
the best way of explaining it is to say that 
one or two of our Divisions have been so active 
and so wide that they are rapidly increasing 
their membership to very large numbers. 
This, I, like every other member of the pro- 
fession, welcome, but one is apt to forget that 
it carries with it the right to send to the Council 
of the ‘‘ National” one member for every 
35 members of the Division concerned. In 
the old days, we did not have any Division 
represented by more than perhaps five or 
six members, and so the national, the truly 
national character of the N.V.M.A. could not 
be questioned ; but of late years, many have 
thought that there might be a danger of the 
truly representative character of this Association 
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being spoilt if a Division representing one 
particular interest of the profession was so 
represented on Council that it actually had a 
majority and it was felt wise to try and suggest 
a reasonable representation for Divisions of that 
character whilst they were still young, without 
in any way restricting them from having a 
pretty good and numerical representation on 
the Council. I, therefore, Sir, formally move 
this Resolution. 

Mr. FORSYTH : 
Resolution. 

Mr. BARKER: Would it not meet Dr. WooL- 
DRIDGE’S requirements if it were determined that 
any member of the Association only has voting 
power from one Society ? I believe it is quite 
common for many members to belong to 
more than one Division. If a member were 
numerically counted from one Division, it would 
help Dr. Wooldridge’s requirements consider- 
ably. 

Mr. BRAYLEY REYNOLDS: The point I would 
wish to make or suggest is this. That there 
should be some difference observed between 
what one might call a territorial Division as 
judged by its geography, as compared with a 
‘“*National’’ Division. It seems to me, if a 
territorial Division is energetic enough to 
increase its members, making it fully representa- 
tive and including all the members in that 
Division, it has a perfect right to be propor- 
tionately represented. I can well understand 
that the condition might arise, as Dr. Wooldridge 
has outlined, but I do not think it should be 
beyond the ability of someone to word the 
resolution so that it would amply cover this 
distinction which I myself think should be 
made. 

Mr. GLOVER: There is another point, that is, 
that there are certain members of the 
** National ” who are not members of a Division ; 
these people have no vote whatsoever. May 
I make the suggestion that it might be wise to 
set up a small Committee to go into this question 
to see if we cannot get some more democratic 
method of election to the Council of this 
Association. 

Major GoocH : May I ask a question? Have 
we any Division of more than 350 members ? 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE : There is one Division that 
has a membership of over 600. 

May I say that although this resolution has 
been adopted by Council, I, personally, would 
be perfectly willing to accept any reference 
back to a small committee or otherwise parti- 
cularly if individuals who do not quite agree with 
the terms of this resolution would make their 
suggestions for the help and consideration of that 
special committee. 

Mr. TURNER: May I ask Dr. Wooldridge 
which Division it is that has 600 members ? 
Mr. STEELE-BODGER: I think, as I have the 


I should like to second that 
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honour of being President of that Division, 
I might have the privilege of stating that it 
is the Society of Veterinary Practitioners and it 
has over 600 members. Would Mr. Glover 
agree to this being referred back to the Finance 
Committee for action, because I agree that 
every opinion should be taken into considera- 
tion and that the remarks made by Mr. 
Brayley Reynolds and Mr. Barker and others 
might be of value to the Committee. There is no 
purpose in setting up a special committee, so if 
Mr. Glover will amend his proposition, I will 
second it. 

The PRESIDENT: I propose this be referred 
to the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
for consideration. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER: I second that. 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Morton: The proposal I made just now 
was to the effect that no question of policy 
should be the subject of editorial comment with- 
out reference to Council. 

Professor BODDIE: I beg to second that. 

The PRESIDENT: I would like to suggest, 
at this stage of the meeting, that Mr. Motton 
gives us that motion in writing and that it be 
formally put before the Adjourned Meeting on 
Friday. I do not want to rush this matter 
to-day. Possibly we can leave it over till then 
and exchange views. 

(Agreed.) 

Mr. Aston: May I take this opportunity as 
one of the rank and file, like Mr. Bosworth, to 
say how very much I do appreciate all that 
the members of the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association do for us, I 
know they give at least eight or ten or even 
twelve days a year in going up to London and 
working at the meetings and giving thought to us 
and our needs, and those of us who are privileged 
to stay at home and go fox-hunting instead, 
thank them very much indeed and assure them 
of our whole-hearted support. (Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT: I thank you, gentlemen, 
for the way in which you have received Mr. 
Aston’s remarks, and I much appreciate his 
expression of regard for the gentlemen who do 
our work on the Council. 

I think that will conclude the business for 
to-day. 

Before the members separated, they heartily 
accorded the President a vote of thanks for his 
conduct in the Chair. 


Closing Meeting of Congress 
(Adjourned Annual General Meeting) 
The meeting now being in private session, the 
PRESIDENT (Mr. Steele-Bodger) said: You will 
recall that, at the last meeting, Mr. DeVine 
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suggested, and we acquiesced in his suggestion, 
that a discussion on a certain issue should be 
deferred until to-day’s meeting. In connection 
with that I have here a resolution in the name 
of Mr. Morton and without more ado I will 
ask the Secretary to read it.- 

The SECRETARY read the resolution, which 
was as follows :— 

** Editorials on questions of policy which are 
likely to be of major or vital importance to the 
profession should not be published before the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. has had an opportunity 
to consider them. 

A decision as to whether a given question 
falls in the category under consideration should 
be made by the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, and this same Committee should 
decide whether the question is of sufficient 
urgency to warrant a Special Meeting of the 
Council.” 

Mr. Morton: May I be permitted to express 
my appreciation of the suggestion made by our 
retiring President, to the effect that considera- 
tion of this matter be deferred until to-day. I 
am confident that my friends on the Editorial 
Committee will not suspect this resolution as a 
shot at their sincerity, or at any individual. 
Nothing is further from my intention. Long 
before the appearance of the series of articles to 
which reference was made two days ago, I was 
of the opinion that it would be grossly unfair to 
the Editorial Committee if it were to be charged 
with the responsibility of publishing editorials 
likely to be of major or vital importance to the 
profession before it had received from the Council 
an indication as to the lines on which such 
editorials were most likely to reflect the views 
of the majority of our members. Recent events 
have shown how some unrest and misunder- 
standing can arise in the absence of such an 
indication. 

It might be objected that the calling of a 
special meeting of Council would delay the 
publication of an editorial on a question of 
policy, but the necessity to call such a meeting 
will be of rare occurrence, and in any case it 
would be better to be late, than hurriedly to take 
action which afterwards gave cause for regret. 

The reason for reference to the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee is because its 
membership contains the chairmen of all 
committees. 

The members of the Editorial Committee who 
give us so much of their time put us under a 
never-ending obligation to them, and no remark 
of mine must be taken to suggest that I want to 
see them unduly muzzled. 

It is to prevent any misunderstanding in the 
future that I move the resolution which you 
have just heard read by our Secretary. 

Mr. J. R. Riper: In rising to second this 


resolution, 1 would like to endorse what Mr. 
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Motton has said, namely, that this action on our 
part is entirely impersonal. Like him, I have 
felt for some time that a ruling from the General 
Meeting of the Association would be a very 
desirable aid both to the Council and to the 
various committees concerned. I have three 
points to which I would like to direct your 
attention. The first is that, as you know, the 
Veterinary Record is the official journal of the 
Association. I would like to remind you that 
it is also a newspaper which can be purchased 
by anyone in the ordinary course, through a 
bookseller, and for that reason, I think it behoves 
us to be extraordinarily careful that any com- 
ments which it may contain do, in fact, represent 
the policy of the Association. Matters of policy, 
I feel, can be decided only by the Council, seeking 
to interpret the wishes of the general body of the 
members of the Association, and even in the 
last resort, by the General Meeting itself which 
may give a direction or a guide, a lead if you 
like, to the Council. 

Now, I maintain it is unfair to expect any 
Committee to shoulder the responsibility or 
indeed to anticipate the desires and wishes of 
the Association and, in the case of the Editorial 
Committee, to accept the responsibility of 
publishing a comment which may perhaps not 
always be either understood or fully in accord 
with the wishes of the members. Such comment 
may well give rise to embarrassing situations at 
a later date. 

On the question of urgency, I do feel that 
matters of urgency may be so rare that they 
could be dealt with if not in the ordinary course 
by the decision of a Quarterly Meeting of the 
Council, then by the extraordinary course of 
calling together a Special Meeting of the Council. 


_ 1 do feel it is a matter of major importance that 


we should ‘‘ make haste slowly.” 

The PRESIDENT: That resolution has been 
moved and seconded. Does anyone wish to 
speak on it before I put it to the meeting ? 

Mr. J. R. BARKER: Although one can see quite 
well that that resolution in its present form is 
rather innocuous so far as the Editorial Com- 
mittee and its activities are concerned, I think 
it is rather a pity that it should have been put. 
Whichever way the voting goes, it is quite 
certain that the independent activities of the 
Editorial Committee within the constitution of 
this Association, and in support of the Articles 
of Association, will be a little bit hampered. 
That is rather a pity for the very reason which 
Mr. Rider has mentioned—because the Record is 
a newspaper and if the editorials do not repre- 
sent the considered policy of this Association, 
then the proper procedure would be to sack those 
responsible for the editorials. On this occasion, 
however, it is quite easy to refer back to the 
support the Editorial Committee received from 
the Council in session, over the particular issue 
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which has given rise to this. The Council, if I 
remember rightly, unanimously endorsed the 
action of the Editorial Committee over this 
instance. 

One can understand major issues of policy 
arising overnight and if a judgment is required, 
and an appeal to the members of the Association 
‘annot be made without the difficult procedure 
which is suggested in this resolution, then I 
think a lot of the spice and joy will be taken out 
of the editorial comment and the usefuiness of 
this Association will be affected. I myself regret 
that it should be put in this particular form. 

Mr. K. D. DowNHAm: I rise to speak purely 
as a member of the Association—and I feel we 
are going the wrong way altogether. Speaking 
for myself at least, I have full confidence in the 
Editorial Committee and I think that we should 
show that, as members, we have confidence in 
the good men who have been working for us for 
so long. I do not know the whole facts of what 
has led up to this possible new arrangement, but 
I do know that you are likely not to get such an 
efficiently run Association if you are going to 
alter the present highly successful and efficient 
method of procedure which we have. I hope 
that no new arrangement will be made and that 
we shall still have the support of our excellent 
members on the Editorial Committee. 

Mr. P. R. TuRNER: I should like very much 
to support this resolution because although, 
like the last speaker, I am not familiar with the 
intricacies of the controversy, | listened to what 
one of our members read out two days ago and 
have talked it over. In consequence, I wish to 
give my hearty support to the resolution. 

Mr. BRAYLEY REYNOLDS: I am only tempted 
to speak on this matter because I have been a 
member of the Editorial Committee, although 
I am not now a member of it. I think it must 
be a year or two years ago that I had to give up 
those duties because of the amount of my 
private work, and I speak really on that par- 
ticular point. 

Having been a member of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, I feel that I would be justified in saying 
there are very few of you who realise the amount 
of time that the members have to give up, and 
the amount of work that they do, and I am sure 
the Association can hardly assess what they owe 
to the members of the Committee. I am not 
speaking on the position in the way the resolu- 
tion has put it forward ; I think if I were to do 
so there are points about it which I would have 
to support. The only point in connection with 
it that I would raise is that we must see, if it 
is passed, it is not going to hamper at all the 
great work the Editorial Committee does. As it 
has been said, the Record is a newspaper, and I 
would like to remind you that it is published 
every week and that in regard to many questions 
that arise it is quite impossible to think they 








could be referred back. If they were referred 
back to committees for decisions before they are 
published, then the news is going to be ancient 
by the time it gets into print. 

The only point, as I say, that I would like to 
make is that everyone should be very clear in 
their minds that the wording of this resolution 
is not going to hamper the Editorial Committee 
and it comes into my mind whether really before 
this is passed as a resolution, if it is going to 
affect the Editorial Committee, it should’ not be 
further considered. I do not know that it should 
not go to the General Purposes Committee or 
something like that, but that is really the point 
which I wish to raise. There are probably many 
other things which one might be tempted to say, 
but that is the only one I feel I should raise. 

Dr. A. W. STABLEFORTH: I am sorry too, 
rather, that this motion has been put, but not 
that it has been put in a different form from the 
one that we heard on Wednesday, because I 
felt that that was definitely a slur on the 
Editorial Committee and because, in my view, 
from the way in which it was worded it would 
have been impossible, had it been carried, for 
members of the Editorial Committee to continue 
to try and serve on that committee. Now, 
however, it is more innocuous. There are one 
or two points to which I would like to refer 
because I did feel, from the speech of one 
member on Wednesday, that it was very near 
to being an attack on the integrity of the 
Editorial Committee, particularly when it was 
suggested that they try to force their opinion 
on the members of the profession. They have 
no such intention; the Editorial Committee 
may try to lead, and we wish to try to draw 
correspondence and the views of members. 
When, however, a member goes on to say that 
resolutions have been stated in the Veterinary 
Record to have been passed unanimously, which 
were not, and by implication suggests several 
matters of the same kind, then I think it is time 
to calla halt. No member will continue to serve 
on the committee if he feels that a body of 
opinion at a general meeting like this gives such 
charges any support. The Veterinary Research 
Club was referred to, and it was stated that the 
resolution from this meeting was published as 
having been passed unanimously, though it was 
not. I would say categorically here that the 
Chairman, at the end of the meeting, stated that 
it was the unanimous conclusion and there was 
no voice of protest. There was no question 
whatever about the unanimity of the decision, 
but I feel that what the member who raised the 
matter on Wednesday probably was referring 
to was the fact that at the beginning of the 
meeting the Past-President suggested that the 
matter should not be discussed at all, and that 
suggestion was supported by another Past- 
President. It was that suggestion that was 
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discussed for some time. When the matter was 
put to the vote there were several abstentions ; 
I think only the two Past-Presidents—there 
might only have been one—supported the view 
that the matter should not be discussed. 1 
think that is where the confusion has arisen. I 
would point out that the proceedings at the 
meetings of this club are private and therefore 
I find it difficult to know how the member con- 
cerned can support his facts, because they are 
quite incorrect. 

Mr. BoswortH: I had not intended to take 
part in this discussion this afternoon, and the 
only thing which has made me do so is the state- 
ment which has just been made by the last 
speaker with regard to the question which I 
raised the other afternoon on the resolution 
inserted in the Record as being carried unani- 
mously at the Veterinary Research Club. I was 
not present at that meeting; I am not now a 
member of that club, but my information came 
from a member of the club. I wish that to be 
clearly understood. 

Dr. W. R. Woo.pripGe (Hon. Secretary) : 
Nobody would object strongly to the motion put 
to us this afternoon, but inasmuch as it appears 
to arise out of a lengthy statement read by Mr. 
Bosworth at the meeting last Wednesday, when 
lack of time precluded any reply, it is as well 
that an answer be made to the many statements, 
based on false information, which were made by 
Mr. Bosworth then. I am not in any way 
suggesting, and I am not trying to imply, that 
that inaccuracy was intentional. I know Mr. 
Bosworth well enough to realise thoroughly that 
he is one of the most sincere members of the 
profession and I deplore greatly that he has been 
placed in this unfortunate position due to the 
fact that he has not heard the truth concerning 
the various matters upon which he has based 
his observations. We have heard the truth 
about the Veterinary Research Club. There is 
one other point in connection with that club 
which should be mentioned as we were téld the 
other day that the resolution was rushed into 
print. Those of you who read the resolution 
will realise that it contained a specific instruction 
to its Hon. Secretary to put the resolution ** on 
published record.”” With regard to the voting 
at the club, after a preliminary discussion on the 
question of the advisability of discussing the 
report, the matter was discussed for the rest of 
the evening, at the end of which the published 
resolution was put and carried unanimously. It 
should be pointed out, however, that the par- 
ticular individual who was apparently opposed 
to the matter under discussion had left the 
meeting at an early stage, and no doubt if he 
had stayed he would have registered a vote 
against the resolution. The second point I wish 
to refer to, which was certainly inaccurate, was 
the statement about the early steps taken by 
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the Editorial Committee to deal with the 
Loveday Report. We were told last Wednesday 
that ‘‘ the Editorial Committee had the report 
before them” on a certain date in July, that 
date being something like two months before 
the publication of the report. Whether it was 
intended to suggest that the Editorial Com- 
mittee had an advance copy of that report placed 
before them then I do not know, but that 
inference is a possible one and, to my mind, it 
seemed -a likely one to draw from the observa- 
tions that were made at the meeting on Wednes- 
day. Such a suggestion is untrue. What 
actually happened at a meeting of the Editorial 
Committee. in July was that the Chairman 
informed the Committee that the Loveday 
Report was expected to be published at an early 
date. That Chairman, as you will recall, was 
myself, and I felt I could at least inform the 
Committee at that stage that the report was 
nearing publication. The members of that 
Committee know full well that no reference to 
the contents of the report was then made; the 
Chairman, as every chairman should under such 
circumstances, merely asked for the guidance of 
his committee as to what course they wished to 
adopt for dealing with the report when it was 
published. The Committee debated the matter 
and came to the unanimous conclusion that the 
report should be dealt with editorially, but it 
was felt that some instructions from the Council 
should be obtained. Accordingly, at the next 
Council Meeting, a request was put forward hy 
the Editorial Committee to know whether the 
Council supported them in their decision that 
the Loveday “Report should be dealt with 
editorially. The Couneil supported that resolu- 
tion; I will not say it was unanimous because 
I forget the exact voting, but my recollection 


“ was that it was at the least nem. con.—and I 


leave it at that. 

The third point to which I wish to refer, and 
which I suggest was put to you in a most unfor- 
tunate way last Wednesday, was the reference 
to members of the Editorial Committee going 
up and down the country and trying to thrust 
their opinions down the throats of their col- 
leagues. I probably should not have spoken had 
I not felt that a most unjust accusation has been 
levelled at individual members of the Editorial 
Committee arising out of actions of my own. 
I was the only member of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, that I can recollect, whose action can, 
in any way, be interpreted as rushing up and 
down the country visiting Divisions. But I 
would have you know that I visited Divisions, 
not as a member of the Editorial Committee, 
but as the Honorary Secretary of the Association. 
When I took on that task, I said in public that 
I hoped to visit as many Divisions as I could ; 
that I have tried to do, and I had no intention 
whatsoever of participating in their deliberations 
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on the Loveday Report at that stage. When I 
visited the Midland Counties Division, however, 
| was requested by the Chairman to open the 
discussion. That came as a surprise to me and 
I gave way and opened the discussion, without 
having, in any way, prepared the matter. What 
happened there is a matter for the local officers 
and I wish to make no further reference to it. 
Later I visited the Scottish Branch as a result 
of a specific invitation from the Branch Secretary 
to go to Glasgow and debate the Loveday 
Report. I went because I considered it my duty 
to do so, and perhaps it is a pity that the remarks 
that I made before the Scottish Branch, explain- 
ing my individual position on this matter, were 
not published, as they explained why I then 
deviated from an attitude of absolute neutrality 
in the matter of the Loveday Report at that stage. 
When I was definitely requested to speak at that 
meeting I got into touch with the Chairman 
of the Committee, Dr. Loveday, and discussed 
the matter with him—as to whether it was right 
or wrong to do so. Dr. Loveday’s decision was 
that having signed the report, and being a 
member of the veterinary profession, | was at 
liberty to follow whatever course | wished, and 
I think you know me well enough to know that 
if I have studied a problem thoroughly—and I 
think I may claim to have studied this matter 
very thoroughly indeed—and if I am convinced 
of the rectitude of a certain course, then I cannot 
remain as an observer when others appear to be 
evolving a policy which seems to me to be one 
full of harm and danger to the profession. — It 
is from that stage that I have participated at 
times actively in the professional discussions, 
ete., dealing with the Loveday Report. I 
would have you realise then, that quite apart 
from the merits of the resolution at present 
before you, the references made by Mr. Bosworth 
to the resolution of the Veterinary Research 
Club, the action of the Editorial Committee and 
the alleged action of ‘‘ members of the Editorial 
Committee’ in the matter of the Loveday 
Report are quite inaccurate. 

Mr. BRENNAN DEVINE: We have heard this 
subject pretty well ventilated now—last Wednes- 
day and to-day—but, candidly speaking, I do 
not see what all the fuss is about. We had 
editorials on the Loveday Committee Report, 
and some of our members took exception to the 
tone of certain statements made in the editorials. 
Members of the Association were invited to write 
letters to the Record on the Loveday Report. 
Everyone had a chance to express their views 
in the Record, but because people said that the 
Editorial Committee should have direct instrue- 
tions from the Council, the matter was brought 
up to the Council, and it was then confirmed 
that the Council agreed with the Editorial 
Committee and gave them authority to continue. 

The Editorial Committee is composed of 








members of every branch of the profession, 
experienced men, and if you get a report like 
the Loveday Report on Education, and that is 
examined by 16 or 18 men who take an interest, 
a direct interest, in the welfare and progress of 
the profession, from the academic side, I think 
their opinion after they had studied the matter 
is worth a bit more than that of the general 
practitioner who is worried to death filling up 
tuberculosis forms and has not time to read the 
report. The practitioners have not read it. 
The Midland Association has approximately 100 
members and all these members were notified 
that if they sent to the Secretary they could 
have a copy of the report before it came up for 
discussion at the Midland meeting held in 
Birmingham, and I think I am right in saying 
that the Secretary had occasion to send one or 
two copies. That gives you an indication of the 
confidence which the practitioner members of 
the Midland Veterinary Association have in the 
Editorial Committee of the Veterinary Record. 
We have had a bit of excitement. This matter 
came before the Council, and the Council said 
“get on with your job.’ We are getting near 
the close of the Congress, and I suggest to the 
President that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not consider it to be 
one of the duties of the President to guide a 
meeting in any decision that it may take, and 
| have no intention of doing so. Unfortunately, 
at the moment I happen to be the Chairman of 
this much maligned Editorial Committee. I am 
not going to defend their action, but I would like 
to endorse what the late President has said about 
the constitution of that Committee. The Com- 
mittee consists of 17 members; of the 17, six 
are general practitioners, four are teachers, five 
are research workers, and one is the officer of a 
local authority. I do not want anybody here 
to imagine that these editorials were just sub- 
mitted and passed and ‘‘ that was that.”’ Every 
editorial was posted to every member of the 
Editorial Committee at least a week before it 
was about to be discussed, and I think I am 
correct in saying that never in the history of the 
Association have attendances of the meetings 
of the committee been higher. In addition to 
the 17 members, the President was present on a 
number of occasions, often at the special request 
of the Editorial Committee. At the last meeting 
the attendance dropped to eleven ; I am subject 
to correction, but I think the average attendance 
at the long series of meetings over which these 
editorials were discussed was from 14 to 15. 
These meetings started at 4 o’clock and, with 
few exceptions, they never finished until 8&8 
o'clock. Every paragraph—indeed every sen- 
tence—in those editorials was carefully deliber- 
ated upon before it was passed for publication. 
I can tell you quite frankly that the editorials 
published in the Veterinary Record were far from 
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being the editorials as submitted to the con- 
sideration of the Committee. Every member of 
the Committee took part in the discussions and 
is individually responsible for the collective 
result. I do not want you to think that this was 
immature or ill-considered. Many of the 
members come long distances and attend 
regularly on your behalf. Every member of the 
Committee was furnished with a copy of the 
report and I think I am safe in saying that every 
member of the Committee gave very serious 
consideration to every aspect of the report. 

Mr. ERNEST GRAY: I am rather loath to come 
up here, because quite possibly I am going to be 
accused of speaking on a matter which, as it 
directly concerns me, may be said to be based 
on personal prejudice. However, before I deal 
directly with that particular matter, I should 
like to mention that I do not agree at all with 
some statements which have been made. In the 
first place, the Veterinary Record, for the pur- 
poses of registration, may be a newspaper, but it 
is not an ordinary popular press organ. It is 
the professional mouth-piece of the veterinary 
profession. Now, secondly, it has been said 
that when the Loveday Report was issued, 
opportunity was given to all members of the 
profession to write if they wished, and say 
exactly what they thought about it or any 
matter arising out of the editorial. 

I am single-handed in an institute where they 
have not had a veterinary surgeon until quite 
recently. There are people from that institute 
who have been advising on matters of health 
for 70 years—geologists, agriculturists and 
botanists—and frankly, gentlemen, they bitterly 
resent a veterinary surgeon being there at all. 
I have been there two years and I have to see 
that my rights, that is to say, my rights as a 
member of the profession, are not infringed 
upon. Possibly, it is a subject on which I feel 
rather deeply, but there again, possibly my 
knowledge rather perhaps puts me in a groove, 
because I think I can claim of all the members 
here to-day, to be one of those most conversant 
with the history of medicine, and I know that 
the man who is the backbone of the veterinary 
profession is the practitioner. He supplies what 
is found in the field and the immediate result 
of everything which is done in the research 
institutes is to make the work of the practitioner 
more effective ; the remote effect, in most cases 
where discoveries may not be of immediate 
value but may perhaps be so in 5 or in 20 years, 
will be to give the practitioner another weapon 
to combat disease. 

Now, gentlemen, we have only one portal of 
entry to our College. First and foremost, we 
are members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons; we have only one diploma. That 
diploma is recognised all over the world. I wish 
to see that, in my daily work at my institute, 
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the prerogatives of the members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons are in no way 
infringed upon. Not only in the field, but in the 
more atademic side I have some struggle. 

The point is that I wrote a letter to the Record 
pointing out all these facts which I have men- 
tioned. The letter was returned to me with a 
short note to the effect that it would do me no 
good and do the profession no good if it was 
published. I was rather surprised because, as 
I say, I had trust in the Editorial Committee 
and I thought the Record was a place where 
people would be able to get a fair hearing. IL 
just want to mention the fact, and I hope I will 
not be accused of having a personal grievance. 
It is more a thing which has caused me 
astonishment. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE: I feel that I must point 
out one fact that Mr. Gray has omitted to tell 
you. That letter came to the office and was con- 
sidered at the last meeting of the Editorial 
Committee held before this Congress and not 
during the discussion on the Loveday Report in 
any way. I happened to be in the Chair in the 
absence of Mr. Steele-Bodger, and I would like 
to have read the letter to you, for I think you 
would all agree with the decision arrived at in 
regard to it by the Editorial Committee. ' We 
felt that we were very much in sympathy with 
what Mr. Gray had to say, but there. were 
certain matters in it that would have done him 
untold harm in his Agricultural College if we 
had allowed them to go into print. That: was 
the sole reason why the letter was not accepted 
for publication, and was entirely unconnected 
with the earlier meetings on the Loveday Report. 

Mr. BLAKEMORE: I have been very much 
interested in the discussion, but I should like 
to say I feel it to be rather a waste of time. I 
can endorse the view that, among a good many 
members and practitioners, there is some dis- 
comfort, some uneasiness about some of the 
editorials which have appeared during the last 
two or three years, and I think there is much to 
be said for having some kind of supervision 
without interfering with the Editorial Com- 
mittee in any way. 

Mr. BoswortH: Would you give me the 
courtesy of substantiating one of my statements 
which has been called into question by Dr. 
Wooldridge ? (The President indicated assent.) 
The matter to which I wish to refer is the 
accuracy of the source of my information with 
regard to the fact that the Loveday Report was 
before the Editorial Committee in July of last 
year. My authority for that, sir, is your own 
published statement in the proceedings of the 
meeting of the Midland Counties Association, 
in which you stated quite definitely—or gave 
me the impression at any rate—that that was 
the case. I took it that was unimpeachable 
evidence. 














October 7th, 1939. 


The PRESIDENT : I will abide by my previously 
expressed intention. However, I may say that, 
while I dislike questioning the veracity of the 
Midland Counties report, at the time it was 
published I mentioned to their President, Mr. 
Dawes, that several inaccuracies had crept into 
it, and that to which Mr. Bosworth has referred 
was one of them. A second was that concerning 
the resolution on the Loveday Report; the 
‘nine to eight ’’ vote was on whether discussion 
on the report should be adjourned to a later 
date; the voting in favour of the resolution 
was “nem. con.” as originally, though I regret, 
prematurely, reported. Incidentally a_ third 
misstatement was to the effect that I was a 
past-president of the Midland Counties Division 
—history can disprove this. 

Mr. MoTtTon, who was given the opportunity 
of making reply to the debate, said: I think it 
may be agreed that most of the discussion really 
has not had very much to do with the points I 
raised. 

The question of hanging up the editorials for 
confirmation is, however, to the point; but I 
would rather have the delay than a mistake. 
What I want, in case of perhaps a similar set of 
circumstances arising, is not for the Council to 
say, “‘ Yes, go on writing articles,” but to give 
an indication of the line on which those articles 
are to be treated. 

As to the definition of what is a major issue, 
it is admittedly a very difficult thing to define. 
I am, however, content to sum up the position 
we take by saying that we know that the Com- 
mittee has enough sense to recognise a red light 
when it sees it. 

The PRESIDENT: I will now put the resolu- 
tion, and I think you would like it read. I will 
read it to you :— 

“ That editorials on questions of policy which 
are likely to be of major or vital importance to 
the profession, should not be published before 
the Council of the N.V.M.A. has had an oppor- 
tunity to consider them. 

A decision as to whether a given question falls 
in the category under consideration should be 
made by the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, and this same Committee should 
decide whether the question is of sufficient 
urgency to warrant a special meeting of the 
Council.” 

Will those in favour of the resolution show a 
hand ? 

A count having been taken, the President 
declared the resolution carried—26 voting “‘ for” 
and 21 ‘ against.” 

Professor G. H. WooLDRIDGE: It seems to 
me that to carry that out, the position will 
require a little further clarification. It is 
obvious that the Editorial Committee could not 
refer everything to the General Purposes Com- 
mittee to decide whether or not a particular 
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point is a major issue or not. Someone must 
take some responsibility before it gets to that 
stage, and say if it is desirable that the question 
should be referred to the General Purposes 
Committee for their consideration on that aspect. 
I feel, therefore, that this is one of the additional 
responsibilities that fall within the scope of the 
duties of the President, and I would suggest, 
Sir, that that is what must be; a decision of 
the President, when an issue is raised, as to 
whether it is of sufficient importance for him to 
say, ““We must have the General Purposes 
Committee consider it, and they will pass it on 
to the Councii if they think fit.” The General 
Purposes Committee could quite well say, “ No, 
this is a matter which, in our view, is not of so 
great importance as to warrant that, and our 
recommendation to you as President is, that the 
Editorial Committee should proceed forthwith.” 
Or it might be that the General Purposes Com- 
mittee would indicate the line of policy to be 
adopted. 

The PRESIDENT : 
a resolution ? 

Professor WooLprIDGE: If you think it 
should be, but it was not my intention, I was 
rather putting it forward as amplifying or 
explaining the situation as it might have to be 
dealt with. 

The PRESIDENT: This is exactly what has 
happened in the past. If the Editorial Com- 
mittee is not satisfied, the matter is referred to 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee ; 
if they are not satisfied, they refer it to Council. 
On two oceasions at least during the last 18 
months, matters of importance in this connection 
have been referred to special meetings of Council 
for endorsement of policy, but if you would like 
to make a resolution and have a seconder, I will 
put that to the meeting. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: I shall be quite 
content, Sir, on your assurance that the 
initiation of policy shall rest with the Council. 

No further business was before the meeting 
and, as reported in our issue of August 26th, at 
this, the concluding stage of its proceedings, the 
PRESIDENT declared the Congress closed. 


Do you think it should be 








THE FARMING TRANSITION 


“Events are moving in the wide dominion of 
agriculture with almost. dramatic swiftness,” says 
the Scoltish Farmer. “ The change from peace- 
time to war conditions has been made in a few 
short days and all the evidence points to the 
fact of careful planning and executive efficiency 
for, so far at least, there has been an absence of 
the muddle and confusion that characterised the 
transition in the last war. This time we are 
prepared to an extent that few people thought 
possible, and the machinery looks like working 
smoothly. This is greatly to be desired for, as 
the farming community know, the Government 
have taken the widest possible powers to saf 
guard the nation’s food supply.” 
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In Parliament 


The following questions and answers have 
been recorded in the House of Commons 
recently: — 

ARMY HoRSES 


Lord ApsLeEy on September 20th asked the 
Secretary of State for War the number of horses 
being purchased for the Army and the average 
price paid for each. 

Sir V. WARRENDER: My noble Friend will, I 
hope, appreciate that it would not be in the 
public interest to disclose this information. 


Fox-HUNTING IN WAR 


Mr. Barr asked the Minister of Agriculture if 
he would make a statement on the policy of the 
Government with regard to the continuation of 
fox-hunting and the maintenance of packs of 
fox-hounds for this purpose. 

Sir R. Dorman-Smitu: The question whether 
any, and if so what, restrictions should be 
imposed upon fox-hunting during the war is, at 
present, under consideration. 





Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


9th.—Meeting of the Editorial Commit- 
tee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

11th.—Meeting of the Scottish Metro- 
politan Division, N.V.M.A., Royal 
(Dick) College, Edinburgh, 
2.30 p.m. 

12th.—Meeting of the Lincolnshire and 
District Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Sleaford, 2 p.m. 

1lst.—All changes of address to be re- 
ported to Registrar, R.C.V.S. 

9th.—Commencing date of Animal 
Management Examination. | 


Oct. 


Oct. 


Oct. 


* * * * * 


R..VLS. COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The meetings of Committees and Council of 
the R.C.V.S. were held on September 27th, a 
week earlier than originally planned, and the 
work was limited to that which in the present 
circumstances was essential. A full report of 
the proceedings will appear in a later issue, but 
in the meantime it will be of interest to our 
readers to know that among the decisions taken 
were the following :-— 

To fil! the vacancies caused by the deaths of 
Sir F. Hobday and Captain Robert Simpson it 
was resolved to elect Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger 
and Dr. Whitehouse to the Council for the 


period ending at the annual general meeting in 
June next, 
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The Examination Committee having been 
informed that on account of the war no action 
could be taken by the Ministry of Agriculture 
on the recommendations made by the Loveday 
Committee, resolved to defer any further com- 
munication on the matter until after the war. 

The revised curriculum, which was intended 
to come into operation on October Ist, 1940, has 
been deferred for the time being. 

The usual examinations in Animal Manage- 
ment will be held in November, and it is hoped 
to hold the ordinary Diploma Examinations in 
December as usual. It will probably be neces- 
sary to make special arrangements as to the 
centres at which the examinations can be held, 
and a further announcement as to this will be 
made later. Meanwhile the dates to be noted 
are :— 

Animal Management Examination; begins 
on November 9th. 

December Examinations; begin on Decem- 
ber 4th. 

A letter from the Home Office on the subject 
of alien refugees made it Clear that the Council 
ought not to grant further concessions to 
foreign veterinary surgeons to enable them to 
become registered veterinary surgeons in this 
country. 

As a war emergency measure it has been 
decided to close the main Library services of 
the College, and the bulk of the books will be 
stored for greater security in another part of 
the building. An endeavour will be made, how- 
ever, to provide a reference library service at 
10, Red Lion Square, for the benefit of research 
workers and others who need to consult the 
current periodical literature. It will be neces- 
sary to close the Library at dusk in the winter 
months, 

The oftices of the College will shortly be 
transferred to 30, Park Lane, Wembley 
(Wembley 5049), and steps will be taken to 
safeguard as far as practicable the valuable 
archives of the College and to preserve from 
damage the windows and portraits. 

A number of inquiries having been received 
from members regarding petrol supplies, the 
Secretary was directed to communicate with 
the Ministry of Mines giving reasons why in the 
national interests applications from veterinary 
surgeons for additional allowances should re- 
ceive the most favourable consideration. The 
Secretary reported that he had already com- 
municated with the Divisional Petroleum 
Officers on the matter and that he had supplied 
them with copies of the Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 

A War Emergency Executive Committee has 
been appointed to deal with all matters of 


emergency arising out of the war. It consists 
of the President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 
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and the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the 
Standing Committees. 

The profession as a whole will be glad to 
learn that the Council has unanimously elected 
Mr. J. A. W. Dollar to be a Fellow of the 
College in recognition of his eminent services 
to veterinary science. Mr. Dollar was a member 
of the Council from 1894 to 1909; he was Vice- 
President in 1896 and 1905, and President in 
1904. His publications include :— 

A Handbook of Horseshoeing, with  intro- 
ductory chapters on Anatomy and Physiology of 
the Horse’s Foot, 1898 (with A. Wheatley). 
on. Surgical Operating Table for the Horse, 


The Practice of Veterinary Surgery, 1903 (with 
Moller). 

Diseases of Cattle, etc., 1905 (with Moussu). 

An Atlas of Veterinary Surgical Operations. 

Operative Veterinary Surgery (with Moller). 

Regional Veterinary Surgery and Operative 
Technique, 1912. 

He was also for many years Joint Editor of 
the Velerinarian, and the Journal of Comparative 
Pathology and Therapeutics. 


* * ok * a 


MEETING OF COUNCIL, N.V.M.A. 


We give below a summary of the major 
matters dealt with at the quarterly meeting of 
Council, N.V.M.A., held at the offices of the 
Association on Tuesday of last week. 


The General Purposes Committee reported 
the intimation, received from the Mines Depart- 
ment (following upon N.V.M.A. representations) 
that in the plans for the regulation of supplies 
of petrol which had been prepared by the 
Petroleum Department the requirements of the 
veterinary profession, which would be accorded 
a high degree of priority. would be borne in 
mind, and arising out of a letter from a member 
which had reference to the provision of these 
additional supplies, the President described the 
measures in progress to make applicable to the 
veterinary profession the arrangement which 
had been made by the British Medical Associa- 
tion with the Petroleum Department of the 
Mines Department whereby a liaison officer, a 
veterinary surgeon, should be appointed in each 
district. It was proposed to send out circulars 
to all the Divisional Petroleum Officers, asking 
them to carry out this policy throughout the 
country: in the case of the Midland Petroleum 
Division, as reported on another page, this has 
already been put into practice. As a step to 
conserve practitioners’ supplies, the agricultural 
and canine Press had been asked to insert a 
request to farmers not to summon their 
veterinary surgeons at night unless it was abso- 
lutely necessary and also that they should send 
for them as early in the day as possible, and this 
request has now been broadcast by the Home 
Service Station, 
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The Council received with warm approval the 
official intimation contained in the report of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
that the Committee had readily acceded to the 
request of the “ National A.R.P. for Animals 
Committee ” that one of the staff of the Asso- 
ciation should be allowed to act as Secretary 
to the Committee, and that N.A.R.P.A.C. should 
be allowed the use of the offices for meetings 
and staff for clerica! duties. This arrangement, 
and the anxiety of the staff to co-operate to 
the full, has a strong bearing on the decision 
arrived at not to move the Headquarters of the 
‘* National’ from London unless the sternest of 
necessities dictates that course, but appreciation 
Was expressed of the action of the President 
in making provisional arrangements to accom- 
modate the staff at his Lichfield premises. 

In connection with the co-operation § of 
members of the profession with the work of 
N.A.R.P.A.C., which is being accorded with the 
utmost willingness, the Council passed the 
following resolution :— 


“That the N.V.M.A. impress upon N.A.R.P.A.C. 
the necessity of forming a deputation to go to 
the Home Office witha view to securing effective 
official recognition in the centres throughout the 
country. If N.A.R.P.A.C. wishes, the N.V.M.A. 
would be willing to appoint members to accom- 
pany the deputation.” 

| This resolution was transmitted to the Chair- 
man of N.A.R.P.A.C. on the following day and 
he, together with the Chief Executive Officer, 
has had an interview with the Home Office. 

As a result of this interview a further letter 
is being addressed by the Home Office to the 
clerks of Local Authorities and to Chief Con- 
stables in evacuable areas asking for the fullest 
possible measure of co-operation. | 

The National Emergency Committee has 
pressed forward with the scheme for the main- 
tenance of practices during members’ absence 
on war service, the President stressing the 
necessity of regarding and working the scheme 
as a “ gentleman’s agreement” as essential to 
its successful operation. . 

Finally, in relation to the emergency situation 
created by the existence of a “state of war,” 
members will be glad to have the additional 
evidence afforded by the decision to allow the 
question of holding next year’s Congress “to 
remain open,” that the Association has set itself 
against the attitude, all too prevalent in many 
quarters, that while hostilities continue all 
normal activities must be curtailed to a mini- 
mum. The Association accepts to the full the 
wider implication of the comment made in 
Council, that “the psychological effect of any 
suggestion to move the offices must be con- 
sidered’; if, so far as is humanly possible, 
normality is maintained in the conduct of 
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affairs, the strength of the Association, as of 
the nation, will be preserved. 


Other features of the Council’s business 
included the appointment .of standing com- 
mittees for the ensuing year, the payment by 
the President of moving tributes to the value 
to the profession and the Association of the life 
and work of two of its members—Mr. Archibald 
Baird and Mr. Robert Simpson (a_ Past- 
President of the N.V.M.A.)—and the receipt of 
two most welcome communications. The first 
was the official intimation of the decision of the 
Colonial Secretary to meet the Association's 
wishes in regard to the reappointment of an 
Adviser in Animal Health to the Colonial Office, 
and the second an expression by the Nigerian 
Veterinary Association of “appreciation and 
gratitude for the efforts of the Overseas 
Advisory Committee to improve Colonial Ser- 
vice conditions.” 

Under the auspices of the Association a small 
committee is to be appointed to give effect to 
the expressed wish of the Universities’ Federa- 
tion for Animal Welfare that the N.V.M.A. 
should take the lead in promoting a review of 
the present status of anaesthesia in animals, 
and to make recommendations for the drafting 
of a new Bill in this country. Council endorsed 
the President’s view that it was high time the 
Animals Anaesthetics Act was revised and that 
the present was an opportune moment for 
setting the requisite machinery in motion, what- 
ever might be the future possibility of placing 
such a Bill before Parliament. 


In coneluding this brief résumé reference 
should be made to the assurances contained in 
the report of the Editorial Committee that 
measures have been taken, in consultation with 
the printers, to ensure the uninterrupted pub- 
lication, if at all possible, of the Veterinary 
Record throughout the period of hostilities. 
Every endeavour will be put forward to make 
the Association’s journal the medium through 
which members of the profession will be 
supplied with a full and reliable news service, 
while retaining, for as long as conditions permit, 
the regular features for which they look. 
Economic prudence has, however, rendered 
necessary a reduction in the volume of the 
various sections, and there will be no delay in 
taking drastic action should circumstances 
dictate such a course. 


* x a a 


N.V.M.A. AND N.A.R.P.A.C. 

Mr. H. W.. Steele-Bodger, President of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, has 
joined the National Air Raid Precautions for 
Animals Committee at the request of the Chair- 
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man of that organisation. The President has 
been appointed to the special post of Liaison 
Officer between the veterinary profession and 
animal welfare’ societies represented = on 
N.A.R.P.A.C.; also Chairman of the Appeals 
Sub-Committee. Other members of the Associa- 
tion on N.A.R.P.A.C. are Colonel R. J. Stordy, 
C.B.E., D.S.0., M.R.C.V.S., aS Chief Executive 
Officer, Mr. E. C. Lloyd, Deputy Chief Veterin- 
ary Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (the Association’s Hon. Secretary) 
and Mr. H. E. Bywater (Hon. Treasurer, 
N.V.M.A.), who has been appointed to a similar 
position on N.A.R.PLA.C, 


Other members of the N.A.R.PLA.C. Com- 
mittee are :— 
Mr. H. E. Dale, c.p. (Chairman), nominated 
by the Lord Privy Seal. 
Mr. L. T. Foster, Metropolitan Police. 
Mr. DD. W. Thomson, A.R.P. Department of 
the Home Office. 
Sir Chas. Hardinge, Dogs’ Home, Batter- 
sea, and Home of Rest for Horses. 
Mr. R. H. Johns, National Canine Defence 
League. 
Mr. A. W. Moss, Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals. 
Mr. E. Keith Robinson, Our Dumb Friends’ 
League. 
Mr. E. Bridges Webb, People’s Dispensary 
for Sick Animals of the Poor. 


% % * 


SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLIES OF PETROL 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION 


The N.V.M.A. is making every endeavour by 
representations to the Petroleum Department 
of the Mines Department to remove the diffi- 
culties under which so many members of the 
profession in practice are carrying on their 
work in consequence of their continued inability 
to secure adequate amounts of petrol, despite 
the “ high degree of priority’ they have been 
accorded amongst those entitled to additional 
supplies. In this connection it may be men- 
tioned that in consequence of an_ interview 
between the President, N.V.M.A., and the 
Divisional Petroleum Officer in Birmingham, 
Mr. Howard Dawes, Hon. Secretary of the 
Midland Counties Division, N.V.M.A., has 
accepted the position of Liaison Officer for the 
Midland Division, which embraces the five 
counties of Stafford, Warwick, Worcester, 
Hereford and Salop. Members practising in 
these counties will have been circularised by the 
Midland Counties Division and any difficulty 
they are experiencing in getting adequate 
supplies of petrol should be referred to Mr. 
Dawes. Applications should be accompanied by 
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the Registration Book and particulars of make 
and horse power of the car concerned, supple- 
mentary ration already received, additional 
requirements, and the petrol receipts for the 
last three months. The President has addressed 
a letter to the Mines Department and all 
Divisional Petroleum Officers with a request 
that a similar scheme shall be introduced 
throughout the country. 


* * * * 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


The Late Major Archibald Baird* 
[Contributed } 


Archibald Baird was born in Cupar, Fife, in 
1857. He came to Edinburgh when a boy, when 
his father, Mr. Colin C. Baird, who was a student 
under Professor Dick, was invited to join the 
staff of the Dick Veterinary College as Clinical 
Professor. 

On qualifying Mr. Baird joined the A.V.C. and 
was attached to the Royal Scots Greys, and 
served with them in Ireland until his marriage 
when he joined his father in practice in Edin- 
burgh. 

Always keen to aid his country, he served 
successively with the Fife Light Horse, and after 
leaving the Greys, with the Edinburgh Blacks, 
and the Edinburgh Garrison Artillery, retiring 
with the rank of Major. 

He was for many years Local Secretary for 
Scotland for the Boyal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons Examinations, and always took the 
keenest interest in the work of the Edinburgh 
College. He was ever ready to do all in his 
power to help students, and there must be many 
such who remember with gratitude and affection 
the days they spent at York Lane. 

On the outbreak of war in 1914 Major Baird 
was recalled for military service in the Scottish 
Command where he remained until 1919. 

On retiring from practice he was succeeded by 
his son, Mr. A. W. Baird, and spent the remain- 
ing years of his life in his country house in 
Berwickshire where he took a keen interest in 
all local affairs, and in 1937 was made a Deputy 
Lieutenant for the county. 

Major Baird was a great lover of Nature, and 
visitors to Coveyheugh will always remember 
him surrounded by the wild birds which fed 
from his hand. 

He had but a brief illness, and though he had 
reached the age of close on 82 years, he was 
hale and hearty to the end, his death coming 
as a great shock to his wide circle of friends by 
whom he was so greatly beloved. 


*The death of Major Archibald Baird, D.L., 
M.R.C.V.S., Which we recorded with deep regret 
in our last issue, took place at Reston, Edinburgh, 
at the end of September, at the age of 81 years. 
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He is survived by his wife and family of three 
sons and three daughters, to whom the profound 
sympathy of the many members of the profession 
who knew him, and by whom he was held in the 
highest esteem and regarded with the deep 
affection called forth by his, lovable character, is 
extended in their great loss. 


Mitiar, Archibald, 89, Rye Street, Bishop’s 
Stortford, Herts. Graduated Glasgow, December 
23rd, 1890. Died September 29th, 1939; aged 69 
years, 

PEACOCKE, Thomas G., Brigadier-General, late 
A.R.D, Lumville House, The Curragh, Co. Kildare, 
Eire. Graduated N. Edinburgh, April 28th, 1886. 
Died September 24th, 1939; aged 72 years. 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL T. G. PEACOCKE, M.R.C.V.S. 


Brigadier Peacocke, who was 72, was a 
member of a well-known’ Limerick family. 
Entering the British Army Veterinary Service, 
he served for a considerable time in India. 
Returning to Ireland in 1919, he went to live at 
the Curragh, and later became assistant director 
to the late Sir Henry Greer, director of the Aga 
Khan’s Sheshoon and Ballymena studs. A 
well-known expert in the breeding of race- 
horses, he was appointed director in 1934. He 
was also well known in the show ring as judge 
and had acted in that capacity at the Royal 
Dublin Society’s Horse Show. 


1 Ba * eo * 


PERSONAL 
STATE VETERINARY SERVICE; APPOINTMENT OF 
Deputy CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER 

The announcement is made, as we go to press, 
that the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
has appointed Major A. Douglas, M.R.C.Vv.s., 
pD.V.S.M., to the post of Deputy Chief Veterinary 
Officer (acting) in the State Veterinary Service 
in succession to the late Mr. KR. Simpson, 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. Major Douglas was formerly 
Chief Veterinary Inspector, Ayrshire County 
Council, and on the transfer of veterinary func- 
tions from Local Authorities to the Ministry 
under Part IV of the Agriculture Act, 1937, was 
appointed a Superintending Inspector in_ the 
State Veterinary Service in charge of an Area 
comprising the counties of Ayr Kirkcudbright 
and Wigtown. 


Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, bD.S.0., T.D., J.P., 
F.R.C.V.S., Who has acted as vice-chairman of 
the Maidenhead County Division Bench _ of 
Magistrates for some six years, has been 
appointed chairman following the death of Mr. 
J. W. Walker, s.p., c.A., who has held the position 
since 1933. Colonel Simpson was appointed a 
County magistrate in April, 1925. He is Chief 
A.R.P. Controller for the Borough of Maidenhead 
and is well! known for his public activities in the 
town, while he is president of the Maidenhead 
Branch of the British Legion. Colonel Simpson’s 
sterling work for the Royal College and the 
“National” is familiar to all our readers, he 
being a past president of both bodies. 
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Birth.—Scorr.—At the Lucy Baldwin Maternity 
Hospital, Stourport-on-Severn, on October Ist, to 
Joan, wife of Walter Scott, F.R.C.v.s., D.V.S.M., 
Kings End Cottage, Powick, Worcestershire, a 
son. 


* Ba 3 % * 
DEMAND FOR HORSES: ‘A MANCHESTER 
VIEW 


The following from the Manchester Guardian 
is of interest, further to our observations on 
“the return of the horse ” in last week’s issue :— 

“With petrol rationing has come a_ sudden 
demand for horses of almost every kind. This 
demand cannot easily be met, for, as a Man- 
chester horse-dealer said, ‘The breeding game’s 
gone down,” and any impetus given to breeding 
now will not have its effect tor three or four 
years. Nor is it certain that breeding will feel 
the impetus, for breeders may doubt whether the 
country will still need so many horses in three 
or four years’ time. 

“Those horses that are available have been 
fetching at Manchester auctions within the last 
few days 334 to 50 per cent. more than the prices 
current before the war. These horses were 
mostly light vanners and farming horses of 
moderate quality from Ireland, North Wales, the 
Welsh borders, Yorkshire, Lancashire, and 
Cheshire. Heavy draught horses of the_ best 
quality are hard to come by at any price, simply 
because the slump in the breeding of them has 
lasted for years. 

“It is said by knowledgeable people in the 
trade that there is little immediate prospect of a 
substantial increase in the number of animals 
available. Some will be brought over from 
Ireland within the next few weeks, ‘but Irish 
breeders have to meet an increased demand 
from the whole of Great Britain, so that no one 
local market is likely to benefit heavily. Hacks, 
privately owned and from riding schools, are 


coming on to the market as light vanners, but ° 


not in any remarkable number. The likeliest 
source for extra horses for urban transport is 
agricultural England. Farmers are expected to 
take advantage of the rise in prices by sending 
some of their horses to market. But even here 
the supply will be limited by the farmers’ own 
needs; many of them must now substitute horses 
for petrol-driven machinery and vehicles. 
“Other districts may need horses more than 
Manchester does, and the Horse Owners’ Asso- 
ciation here has already been asked ‘by the 
Regional Transport Commissioner how far it 
will help to meet increased demands elsewhere. 
Help has been promised, and there is always the 
possibility, of course, of an extensive com- 
mandeering of the city’s horses. Meanwhile cart 
horses worth £40 a month ago can fetch £60 and 
more to-day, and vanners can be hold for any- 
thing between £25 and £60. There are even 
stories of jumps in price from £30 to £75 and 
of rough little ponies once worth £7 being sold 
for nearly £20. In general, though, prices have 
not yet doubled. Harness, on the other hand 
and vehicles have gone up 100 and 200 per cent. 
in price, and firms that have managed to buy 
animals cannot find traps or vans at any price.” 


BAN oN Lonpon Horse TRAFFIC LIFTED 


The ban on_ slow-moving traffic, including 
horse-drawn vehicles, in some of the main 


thoroughfares of central London during specified 
hours has been lifted, in accordance with the 
intention intimated in our last issue. 


An order 


| 


to this effect has been made by the Minister of 
‘lransport under the Defence hegutetions. The 
order permits any vehicle drawn by horses or 
propelled by hand, and any vehicle restricted to 
a speed of less than eight miles an hour, to be 
in any of the streets to which Regulation 42 of 
the London Traffic (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Consolidation Provisional Regulations, 1934, or 
the London Traffic (Slow-moving Traffic) Regula- 
tions, 1937, apply, irrespective of any restrictions 
imposed by those regulations. The _ streets 
affected by the order are in the Oxford Street 
area, the City of Westminster, and the metro- 
politan borough of Holborn. 
oo aE K ck ok 


POULTRY-KEEPING IN WAR-TIME 


A recent announcement by the Ministry of 
Information states that the Minister of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries and the Secretary of State 
for Scotland are giving close attention to the 
position of the poultry industry in war. Repre- 
sentations have been received from _ various 
sections of the industry urging the announcement 
of a definite Government policy for poultry, but 
the Ministers trust that those in the industry will 
realise that it, is impossible, in view of the 
uncertainty of the situation generally, to arrive 
at final decisions governing the conduct of 
poultry-keeping under war conditions. The 
feeding stuffs position in particular cannot be 
made clear for some time, and while it is too 
much to hope that the normal requirements of 
the industry, as at present organised, will con- 
tinue to be available, the Ministers desire it to 
be known that they will do all that is possible 
for poultry-keepers in this respect. It must, 
however, be assumed that the industry must be 
prepared to adjust itself to conditions under 
which it can carry on with the minimum requ‘re- 
ments of imported feeding stuffs. In other words, 
the production of home-grown feeding stuffs for 
poultry by poultry-keepers themselves should be 
strongly encouraged. As to the future demands 
for young stock of all descriptions it is thought 
that a considerably increased interest in the 
keeping of poultry in urban areas will manifest 
itself as the war goes on, and the Government are 
taking what steps are practicable to encourage 
this development. 

There is no doubt that the wise rationing of 
poultry under war conditions will be an appre- 
ciable factor in helping to safeguard poultry- 
keepers against fluctuations in supplies of 
feeding stuffs. A special leaflet dealing with this 
matter is in preparation and will shortly be 
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 

% : * : K 


Although during the first week or two of the 
war many dogs and cats were destroyed, it is 
certain that the figures were greatly exaggerated. 
The suggestion that 2,000,000 dogs alone were 
put away is obviously wrong. The R.S.P.C.A., 
which has special means of estimating, suggests 
that 200,000 would be nearer the mark. It is 
now being realised that this sacrifice could have 


been avoided.—The Times. 
oo * * ok ait 
At the beginning of the last war the com- 


mandeering of light horses put the farmer’s gig 
off the road, and before long the farmer appeared 
in a motor. This time the process may be 
reversed.—Scollish Farmer, 








